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Editorial..........
I am very happy to learn that with the help and support of one and all the

Issues of VVolume - 2 has served its designated purpose.The close interaction of
the intellectuals from the information of these articles serves as a powerful
forum.

IIMER’s aims and views continue to focus on the multidisciplinary
aspects and the impact it makes should benefit scholars, academicians and
executives with relevance to the contemporary era.

My personal thanks to the brilliant and respected persons who gave their
valuable time for the reviews of the submitted papers.

I am particularly grateful to the Editorial Board for their suggestions and
guidance. My heartfelt thanks once again to all the authors of the articles.

We will sustain the effort and in course of time IJIMER will sufficiently
attract the attention of a wider section. May the blessings of the Almighty be
showered on all engaged in this genuine purpose? Knowledge dissemination is
the intent and this is acknowledged by the enormous response IJMER received
thus far.

(ldoes

(Dr.Victor Babu Koppula‘)
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SOCIAL LIFE DURING VEMANA’S TIMES
SOCIAL LIFE DIPICTED IN VEMANA’S POEMS

M.JASHUVA

Noble College
Machilipatnam
Krishna,Andhra Pradesh

Vemana, a 17 century poet, belongs to Rayalaseema Region.
First recorded evidence of Vemana and his literature was an account
of a Jesuit Priest named Fr.Legac, who visited Anantapur and
Cuddapah districts in the Rayalaseema region of Andhra Pradesh.
He was a French Missionary. He had collected Vemana’s poems in
1731 and sent them to France They were quoted by Abbe Dubai in
his work Hindu Religion. They were first printed by C.P. Brown in
1829. He was getting ready to enter civil service and he felt the need to
gain knowledge in Telugu. He picked up Vemana’s poems to learn
telugu as these poems were rather easy to follow even for a foreigner.
The first volume of Vemana poems came out in 1829 and the later
volumes between 1839 — 1879 by Vavilla press. British officers in Indian
civil cervies, such as How and Cambell (1858-1910); Barnet ; C.E.
Gover4, (187 ) Henry Baken, (1874) ; J.D.B. Gribil (1857); Germarson
(1851-1941) worked for the popularity of Vemanas poems. The
humanistic values and rationale in Veman’s poems attracted the
attention of these officers.

Some Indian Nationalists and a few Orthodox intellectual’s
held the view that the Britishers were trying to undermine Indian
customs and religious beliefs. Vemana’s poems were quite handy to
prove that our belief system and religious practices were
unscientific. Such critics also accuse that they used the philosophy of
poets like Vemana to project Hindu religion in bad light and establish
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their religion in the land. This of course, they did as a part of their
policy of achieving cultural hegemony over India.

The native orthodox vehemently opposed Vemana’s poems as
they were filled with utter contempt for the vedic rituals and practices
advocated the by Brahmins. Some claim that Vemana belonged to their
caste and they ried to propagate the philosophy of Vemana. There are
people who worship Vemana and offer sacrifices to Vemana on certain
occasions, such as Vemana Utsavas.

Many scholars such as Rellapalli Anantha Krishna Sarma,
V.R. Narla , Arudra, Bandaru, Tammayya, Vanguri Subba Rao,
Marupuri Kondanda Rami Reddy, Tripuraneni Venkateswara Rao, N.
Gopi, Ktali Padma Rao, Gurram Venkata Reddy, Jvalamukhi,
Bangore in Mudigonda Snjata reddy, many more have made in depth
study on Vemana in the recent times they all tried to understand
from different perspectives.

At present, an attempt is made to study the social life as
depicted in vemana’s poems.

S50 BKR Frdo T DESIS
PSR BEINSE a8 Sead0
o Sod B A8y 00k

When ones Region is famine ridden then he has to move to
other regions. Just aswhen a pond dries up the bird fly to other
place. This speaks of the famine conditions that prevailed during
vemana’s time A famine occurred during the year 1630 another
famine In 1647. At that time in the town of Madras alone 3,000
people died, and in pulicot about 15,000 people died. Loss of human
life did not bring down the callous attitude of some people.
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The merchant prays for the occurrence of famine the
physician prays people to fall ill.

Political - 11

Why these famines occurred ? these famines occurred
because during the post Vijayanagara period there was lawlessness
in the Rayalaseema Region. The region was under polegar until
1799. After the pulikota war of (1565), The Tamil and
Rayalaseema Regions ruled by Venkatapathiraya from Chandhagiri
Raya ruled contemporancas to the sulthan’s Golkonda. In 1662, The
Tanajavoor Nayakas rule declined. Marata captured Tanjavoor.
Aurangajeb captured Deccan and Hyderabad passed into the hands
of Nizam from the Mughals. From 1662 to 1799 upto the fall of
Tiuppu in 1799, Rayalaseema was in a state of lawlessness.

For sometime Golkonda people captured Rayalaseema. Then
constantly this region ws suffering from Marata incussion and
tippus attacks. Then after polygons were controlling this region.
They were the worst expolitors of the region. This is clearly
expressed in Vemana’s words in the following way.

D8 D000 BN (WPRSEEINS So88 JDIN) 108 SKok.

There polegars used to run away seeing more
powerful forces, they were not in a position to give security to the
people.

28, 3o 8od 80 380009
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These polegans killed lot of people, looted the poor for
their food. They looted the villages. That is why, vemana asks the
people not to believe these political wretches

Do DD B AFPFE0HESK
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A European traveler Thevounod, travelling in Rayalaseema
mentioned in his account that people were afraid of kings and they
did not have any respect for these kings.

Condition of poets, Intellectuals 111
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During Vemana’s time, poets lost their earlier patronage.
They started writing poetry in praise of the people even for leafy
vegetable, little eatables. Earlier these poets were given Agraharam
and Manyams.

ool Aepardd AMGBS0NS Hoadd
DSBS DBJKTE
SIS AISN VIS ISR SN[V

Under feudal set up the educated people, high caste people
used to have more respect. But, during the Vemanas time only
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those who had money were respected. Those who felt proved of
learning and birth into high castes have become salves to monied
people.

This can be gleaned from other poets writings also,
Kuchimanchi Timmakavi said.

FPFerDE, E EA& S05'BE wovde
o ;AB T8 AVEH 8T Soewer BogeS?
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Poets position deteriorated, They were not respected. Adidam
Surakavi also mentioned in his Ramalingeswara Sataka about the
mis rule of poligans of Rayalaseema.

During Vemana’s time from the middle Seventeenth century,
the Indian Economy in General, Andhra in particular was in
transition. In the place of fendal classes (dominant), The Bussiness and
commercial classes came into limelight occupying an important
place in the society’s economy.

Handicrafts and cultivation got disjointed. Infact, cultivation
was in a miserable condition. Due to insecurity, lawlessness, no
proper administration were there lookafter irrigation facilities and to
maintain them. The villages were looted, by polyans, Maratas etc.

As a result agriculture declined. But certain crafts and
industries gained prominence and were prospering. on account of
internal and external trade demand.

Merchants IV

Trade and commerce developed between villages to towns.
Merchants played a pivotal role in the social and economical life in
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Andhra . But these merchants have out lived the feudal exploiters
of the earlier period. Thisis clearly noticed in the poems of Vemana.

boidel o“aisrbcéoaao ’335325‘(605":60
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These lines mock the physical features of an Indian Merchant.
The poet makes fun of the merchant’s big head gear with ornaments,
earrings fingerings, belly. He finally comments that the relatives visited
only such people.

Vemana was not only ridiculing but also he was very jealous and
was in a state of distress and he was he was not able to accept their
rise.
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If a man says land is mine the land will laugh at him, if
moneyied people say money in mine, money will laugh. The Yama
will laugh at the horror of the war field.
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Monetization

Great Monetization of Economy was taking place. AS a matter
fo fact it began even prior to the Vijayanagar period and reached
its peak in the post Vijayanagara period. The role that money was
playing in the ay today life can also be gleaned through Vemana’s
poems.

BIRS HS[80 mgoo“ﬁeac"
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People were greedy for money and amassed wealth and they hid
it under the mud. But they forgot where they hid it and so they felt
bad.

Q0 FIH0 AT HAS8 K0
00BS® T H00wE
8055 ot K 5o I

Why do you say being in a house that money is yours or mine
and why do you hide it?. Will you take along with you even a penny
when you die?.

The practice of using is also presented in Vemana’s poems.

&95)36&)5‘@ C508E H0HK
S5 BT $5%> Beko

That you can not find even a single man without debts.
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The joint family system is also noticed to be giving way to
nuclear family. This speaks of the declining of the importance of
Agriculture.

8OITrL 0 I,0508)8B530)© 8%
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Omen’s Condition

There is an easening of the oppression of wife by the husband
which was not invited by Vemana. This was one of the major
allegations made against Vemanas views.
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Institution of prostitution was very rampant

This is very clearly visible in his writings and he had
virtually, one can say, crossed his Ilimits in criticizing th e
prostitutes and their behavior
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Caste System:

One of the most important aspect of Vemans poetry for
which vemana became more nearer and dearer to all is about his
condemning the caste system.

S0 S TS Bod
SEe 8300 08B 5°3
TS TLOHTD DORA.

During this period, we notice that, the low caste were highly
subjected to oppression. Despite social oppression, there people were a
bit secure economically. As result. The vaishnava saints had admitted
these caste such as malas also into their fold and they become
Mala Dasari and these Darari’s were very much respected, It should
be said that, when the Christian Missionaries of the 17th century
visited Andhra or Rayalaseema, It was these Dasaries who actually
put up some resistance. Prior to Vemana’s time, there were occasions
where people questioned caste in equality. For example, in
Annamayya’s works also we find the voice of people urging to look
at Dalits with sympathy and not to opprers them. That was possible
, only because the Ilower casts have already gained economic
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strength and they were able to stand and protest themselves. Hence,
we find in Vemana the mirror of Age.

BEDHS AL Ho08 TH8 WHI
We should take the remarks of Vemana on condemning the
vedic rituals only in this directon.

'50365&’3655 8 IfgeHoels
ESHeny BLdERDY
YD BEBL© 5708H50¢36

During close of 17th century, in a changed context, where
one can live only through hard work and when the Royal patronage
to temple preists was lost. Their life itself is very miserable. Working
hard and putting the real physical labour only produces something
and get fortunes. Vemana says only such knowledge which is
application oriented and bread earning is the real education. This
poem also depicts the social reality that how some people have
improved their position through hard work. But those who were in
temple reciting Vedas dit not prosper in life because they did not get
any patronage. The 17th century was the age of transition from
feudalism to greater developments into commercialisation process.
This comment should not be taken as Vemana’s vulgar comments on
veda or Brahmins.

HBe BO IErS K7D

BEBEOB K7y DBYEES
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KAVI SOURVABOWNA SREENADHUNI KAVITA VAIBHAVAM
(52 BTN K8 BEHI5W)

Dr N H P KIRANKUMAR,

READER IN TELUGU,
A C COLLEGE,

GUNTUR ,ANDHRAPRADESH.
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EDUCATION - A DECISIVE PUSH FROM STATE TO
MARKET

Dr Kuldip Puri

History of the mankind repeatedly throws up convincing evidences
that prompts us to believe that route to emancipation of the human
beings essentially passes through their education and also that there
have been no scope and space for bypasses in this journey. A deep look
into the making of modern world and assessing the nature and spread
of intellectual, scientific and technological advancement, brings forth
the incontrovertible conclusion that education, in one way or the other,
stood as the basic ingredient of all this. The humans and the society
grow, develop and live in peace and prosperity by virtue of education
they receive. It was true yesterday and is truer today.

All the developed nations have recognized the significance of
education and have accorded priority in ensuring education for all the
inhabitants. In order to realize the dream of universalizing the spread
of education in all the developing and lesser developed countries of the
world, a conference on the theme of ‘Education for All’ was organized
in year 2000- at Dakar, Senegal. Representatives from all the
participating nations expressed commitment to work seriously for the
achieving the goal of universal education at the initial levels in their
respective countries. India manifested its resolve by effecting a
constitutional amendment where free and compulsory education for all
the children in the age group of 6 to 14 years was made a fundamental
right of the children in 2002. Though delayed by seven years, a Right to
Free and Compulsory Education act -2009 was brought and made
operative since April 2010. Both these steps can be viewed as important
landmarks in the contemporary history of education in India.

It would not be fair to gather the impression that the developing
nations could fathom the need and urgency of education only after
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international community of the developed nations made them to do so.
India has a rich tradition of philanthropy in the field of education. It is
important to recall that many organizations and individuals,
disappointed with the kind of education being provided in British
colonial rule in India, made efforts to build an alternative national
system of education by establishing own educational institutions. These
were purely non-governmental ventures funded and sustained by the
support of public. The contribution of these institutions can be
measured on two counts-developing thinking minds and resurrecting
sense of national pride among the students-both being the powerful
ingredients of freedom movement. These benign ventures not only
carried on after the Indian independence from foreign yoke rather
expanded further to align with the state efforts in achieving the goal of
spreading education to larger number of people who otherwise were
left out and were still vulnerable enough to be pushed to the margins
permanently.

Private enterprise and Access and Equity

Relatively liberal policy of spending more on education in
comparison to what was spent during British rule, though by any
standards which could not be considered as sufficient, continued till
mid eighties. It was followed by a period when the further increase in
state expenditure on education was put on hold resulting into a
marginal expansion and up-gradation of educational institutions. The
development appeared to be paradoxical in the context of rising demand
for education in the country. It would not be misplaced to argue
that the continued restricted flow of funds in education is the result of
the overall well defined state policy of economic liberalization being
pursued as a result of mutually agreed upon international treaties at
World Trade Organization. Education is one of the 12 services
identified under trade regime in the General Agreement on Trade in
Services (GATS). World Bank and International Monitory fund are
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important part of this mechanism. These international organizations
offer advice to the ailing economies of the world and put
conditionalities on the nations seeking help. There are evidences to
suggest that many a times the countries following the advice instead of
overcoming the financial crises sank deeper into the mess. Stiglitz
(2002) in his book ‘Globalization and its Discontents’ observed a more
serious phenomenon and writes that,

“....those who labored in the developing countries knew that
something was wrong when they saw financial crises becoming
more commonplace and the numbers of poor increasing. But
they had no way to change the rules or to influence the
international financial institutions that wrote them. Those
who valued democratic processes saw how “conditionality”-the
conditions that international lenders imposed in return for
their assistance- undermined national sovereignty.” (p.9).

The mutual agreements effected in WTO are based on three
principal components, viz, fiscal austerity, privatization and market
liberalization. The state is required to reduce the expenditure or at
least virtually freeze the percentage of gross development product spent
on education. Since 1991, with a little fluctuation, the public
expenditure on education has more or less remained constant and has
never crossed 3 to 4 percent of the gross domestic product (GDP) which
is quite below the recommended and accepted norm of spending 6
percent of GDP on education.

Table-1 presents the ratio of GDP spent on education since 1990-91.
Table-1

Percentage of GDP spent on different levels of education

Level 1990 | 1999 | 2001 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007
-91 - -02 -04 -05 -06 -07 -08
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2000

Elementar | 1.6 1.6 1.7 13 1.4 1.6 1.7 1.7

y
Education

Secondary 1.1 0.9 1.0 0.8 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.9
Education

Higher 0.4 0.5 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.7 0.7 0.7
Education

Total 3.1 3.0 3.1 2.4 2.5 3.2 3.3 3.3

Source: India Human Development Report-2011, Planning
Commission, Government of India.

The absence of availability of sufficient state funding and growing
aspirations among the people to be educated built a natural
environment for non-state funding to enter in the field of education.
The nature of private participation in education during this period has
gualitatively changed. It differs from the private enterprise
participation of earlier phase which was driven by the philanthropic
considerations. The profit has become the prime motive behind private
entities to enter the arena of education. It looks more like a trade and
nowhere resembles service. Panikkar (2011) writes that now the
“’private enterprise is primarily a field of investment for profit.
Private education, therefore, has become a synonym for
commercialization”. The state appears eager to facilitate the entry of
private entrepreneurs at secondary and higher education stage by
relaxing or, if possible, removing the restrictions which were imposed
with a view to regulate the process. It becomes obvious with the 12
five year plan document stating that

“ the role of the private sector in secondary schooling can be
further strengthened through right policies, proper regulation,
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innovative public-private partnerships and a variety of
demand-side financing measures that improve accountability
and enhance parental choice, thereby achieving all the three
objectives of access, quality and equity in secondary
education.”(p.73).

The 12" plan document believes that the problem of reaching out to
those children who discontinue their studies after completing class VIII
leading to dismal levels of GER at secondary stage can be resolved by
encouraging private players to come forward and shoulder the
responsibility. A slew of measures have been recommended to make it
commercially viable for the private individuals and groups to open and
run educational institutions. The state governments have been advised
to ease the entry barriers, dismantle the multiple licensing systems and
procedures in place, revisit the old norms including land requirements
for opening new institutions and establish a single window system to
screen and clear applications for new schools faster. It recommends
adopting suitable taxation and land policies to encourage expansion of
secondary schools in the private sector and offering concessional loans
to non-governmental organizations, trusts and registered societies for
building new schools or improving the infrastructure of existing
schools. The commission indicates towards large open spaces lying in
the government schools, especially in rural areas, and laments these
spaces being underutilized and old school buildings crying for repairs.
It does not underscore the point that governments rarely provided any
money for up gradation and new constructions. The large open land
spaces were not the luxury but avenues for physical fitness and sports
preparedness of the children. The planning commission takes another
view and recommends that some of these open land areas be evaluated
and leased out to private schools. The private schools should be under
contractual obligation to for reconstruct the existing governmental
school building and the government school children should have an
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access to the facilities that the private school is providing to its
students free of cost.

The proposal of leasing open land area lying in rural government
schools raises questions. It is not simply an issue of optimal financial
management and sharing of resources. It emanates from a basic
premise that governmental effort in providing education is substandard
as compared to the services provided by private. It also brings into
many contentious issues of land ownership especially when the cost of
the land has spirally escalated. The governments’ policy says it in so
many words that passage for private sector into education is to be
smoothened, in that case, shall it be feasible to protect the rights of
children accorded to them by virtue of whatever contractual
agreements are made. One cannot rule out the possibility of the
children from governmental schools being treated as un welcome
intruders in an alien environment of a private school working in the
same campus. Hope we agree that the children from government
schools should have the dignified option of having all the facilities at
their own schools. The whole set of recommendations appears to be
indicating that government shall have minimum possible role in the
educational venture and entire government system will help the
private system to grow and face minimal difficulties in running the
business of education. It would be like private being nurtured out of
public funds.

The plan document appreciates the burden of cost of education
that private schools will put on the parents and understands that the
system completely managed by private players “would cater only to
the population which can pay, unless there is a policy of cross
subsidization of fees so that certain percentage of children of
children from the poorer sections of the society can also be
accommodated for free and subsidized tuition fees.”(p73).
Ironically the way out it suggests is more disquieting as it defies the
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principle of social justice to all. If cross subsidization of fees and other
measures are only to benefit “a certain percentage’ of children from
poor families, the fate of other poor children can be guessed well as by
own admission of the plan document they will not be able to pay and so
shall remain excluded or will have to be content with whatever
educational facilities they have an access to. The fee structure
differential in private and governmental institutions is not small which
includes private expenditure as well. The plan document records that
the “average private expenditure on secondary education in
private schools is as high as Rs. 893 per month as compared to
only Rs. 275 per month in government schools.” (p. 70). With the
cost of education further rising and state intervention in providing
education declining, the parental choice would get restricted rather
than getting enhanced which is contrary to the understanding projected
by the plan document. The choices do not depend upon the availability
of service alone but also upon the capability to avail the service. The
general economic prosperity levels of the people are worrisome and
thus the choices become limited.

There is another recommendationl of opening of 6000 exemplar
Model Schools in educationally backward blocks of the country. Out of
these 2500 shall be opened in Public Private Participation mode. Each
school will be allowed to admit 2500 students and 1000 students would
be from economically deprived sections of the society. The fee for these
students shall be very nominal. The school management shall be free to
charge any amount of fee from the rest of 1500 students to compensate
the subsidy to be given to one thousand poor students. The free hand
given by the government to private management of the school to fix any
amount of fee seems arbitrary. It would be akin to taxing one type of
students to bear the cost of education of other students and is fraught
with the danger of creating distances and disharmony among the fellow
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students. Such situations are best avoided and issues of equity and
social justice need to be handled with more sensitivity.

Profit Motive and Education

The individuals, organizations and trusts desirous of establishing
educational institutions were used to be under oath that they would not
earn profits out of such institutions. They were supposed to open the
institutions with a motive of service and spend maximum they earn on
the betterment of the institution itself. Gradually the profit motive
overpowered majority of the private establishments working at school
and higher education levels and the condition of being non-profit trusts
begun getting ignored. The 12" five year plan taking cognizance of the
situation recommended that,

“.... for -profit entities are not permitted in higher education
and the non-profit or philanthropy driven institutions are
unable to scale-up enough to bridge the demand-supply gap in
higher education. Therefore, the ‘not-for-profit status in higher
education should, perhaps be re-examined for pragmatic
considerations so as to allow the entry of for-profit institutions
in select areas where acute shortages persist.”(p.100).

The suggestion of pragmatic considerations refers to virtual withdrawal
of the not for profit condition. The acute shortages exist in the regions
which are economically, socially and geographically backward. It is
difficult to imagine that the market-oriented profit driven trusts will
show any inclination to go to the areas which are commercially not
viable for them and address the shortages.

The plan proposes many innovative pro business ideas to infuse
more financial resources into the non-for-profit higher education which
have the potential to completely change the face of traditional higher
education. One is * enabling liberal financing options for the sector ,
like allowing private institutions to raise funds through public offerings
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of bonds or shares” and second is * giving priority recognition to the
sector , like providing it ‘ infrastructure’ status with similar financial
and tax treatment.” Both the proposals are outright efforts to make the
educational institutions to behave and work like any other business
enterprise or corporate. As observed by Bhushan (2013), such steps
shall “make education more lucrative from the point of
attracting investment but it would be leading higher education
towards commercialization and the implications for this would
be damaging.” Adding to this are the recommendations regarding
institutional fee structure. It is counseled that the low fees in the
institutions are not maintainable, rather ‘regressive and often tends to
benefit the better-off students’. It further advocates provision of
flexibility for the private institutions with regards to “fee fixation
which should be accompanied with transparency and provision
of credible information about quality and fee levels to potential
students.”(p120). There is little evidence to show that the profit
hunting private enterprise in education has ever lent full ears to such
pleadings. The fee fixation has largely been arbitrary in nature and the
potential students seldom have an access to the real fee structure of
such institutions in advance before they plan to get admissions.

These measures shall be adopted at the cost of excluding those
young children from the ambit of education who belong to the families
incapable of paying exorbitant fees. Such initiatives are not in tune
with the overall sentiment of inclusion which apparently seems to be
the fundamental concern of the policy planners.

Conclusions

To conclude it is worth noting that secondary and higher
education in India, as the result of policy decisions arrived in the
country since 1991, is largely being handed over to the private and
corporate sector with a faith that it would help in achieving the
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objectives of access, equity and quality. Though earlier it was done
reluctantly but now as Tilak (2014) observes “.the policies at
present are being formulated out of a conviction that
privatization is good in itself.” He further argues that °‘.....a big
non-violent shift has taken place-from policy of welfare-statism
in higher education to a market- based approach to higher
education.”

Open arms invitation to private sector to establish educational
institutions may deal with the challenge of access and that too in a
limited manner but the objectives of equity and social justice are going
to be causality in all probability. The basic character of the institutions
shall be driven far from the centers of learning and generation of
knowledge for humanity. These changes would further push the poor to
the periphery and leave them at the mercy of kind donors for their
education. It does not gel with the constitutional provision of equality,
social and economic justice and dignity of the individual.
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ABSTRACT:

This paper attempts to analyze the efficiency aspect of Eminent
Domain Legislation in India and to explore whether individuals act
rationally by seeking legal recourse in land acquisition cases. In order
to determine whether the claimants’ expectations are rationally
motivated, the study has utilized the land acquisition cases that were
brought for settlement before the Delhi High Court, and the bases for
their acceptance or rejection. Analysis of the cases shows that
challenging the validity of the act of acquisition itself did not yield
positive results. However, it was rational to apply for higher
compensation, even at the risk to time and money invested. This study
also helps to explore to what extent Right to Fair Compensation and
Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement
Act, 2013 can ensure efficiency and preserve rights of individuals.

Keywords: Eminent Domain; New Land Acquisition Act 2013; Delhi
High Court; Compensation

. Introduction

Eminent Domain in common law is the inherent power of the state to
seize a citizen's private property, expropriate property, or seize a
citizen's rights in property with due monetary compensation, but
without the owner's consent. Though the Constitution originally
provided for the right to property under Articles 19 and 31, later on the
44th amendment act of 1978 deleted the right to property from the list
of Fundamental Rights. The Land Acquisition Act, 1894 allows the
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government to acquire private land for public purposes after paying a
government-fixed compensation to cover losses incurred by landowners
from surrendering their land to the concerned government agency.This
act of acquisition has been criticized due to its coercive nature, in that
the state is authorized to acquire the land even without the willingness
of the owner to part with it.

Eminent domain legislation serves a useful purpose in that it counters
the inefficiencies that might be created due to the ‘holdout problem’ in
market exchange. Often, when a large tract of land is required for some
purpose, the potential buyer must negotiate with all the owners of land
in the target area. However, the buyer can only make offers to
landowners, contingent on all the offers being accepted. Since each
owner is aware that he has the power to veto the entire deal, he will
hold out for a larger payoff. This results in a highly inefficient
equilibrium wherein each landowner attempts to extract a premium
from the buyer, resulting in the project being held up. Hence, the
statutory provision of eminent domain corrects this market failure by
allowing the state to acquire land without paying heed to the owners’
consent, but, in general, providing for “fair” compensation as decreed
by the legislative framework.

However, it is important to note that such acquisition of land often
leads to displacement of people, depriving them of their livelihood and
shelter. So, the Government of India grants the right to appeal in court
challenging the validity of the public purpose for which their land has
been acquired, or demanding higher compensation if they are not
satisfied with the award made by the Collector.

While the eminent domain legislation seeks to alleviate market
inefficiencies, it may potentially create inefficiencies in the legal
system. In addition to the social cost of legal disputes, it must be noted
that the individuals who file such lawsuits and appeals in courts of law

25



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH
ISSN : 2277-7881
Vouume 2, Issue 12(3), NOVEMBER 2013

must also bear substantial costs with respect to the legal process
(including monetary expenses such as administrative costs, lawyers’
fees, etc. and the opportunity cost of wasted time). Hence, assuming
rational behaviour by individuals, claimants should appeal for higher
compensation, or challenge the validity of acquisition, only if they
reasonably expect to gain damages that would more than cover their
costs. In economic theory terms, their expected net payoff, after
covering all transactions costs, must be positive.

The case-by-case analysis is contained in the following sub-sections,
which comprise some important cases that challenge the validity of the
purpose for which land is acquired, and those that seek higher
compensation.

I1. Cases Challenging the Validity of Land Acquisition

All parties interested in the land can file objections within 30 days of
the date of notification. The objections are held to be valid on the
following grounds:

e the purpose for which the land is proposed for acquisition is not
a public purpose;

e the land is not or less suitable than another piece of land for the
said purpose;

e the area under acquisition is excessive;

e the acquisition will destroy or impair historical or artistic
monuments or will desecrate religious buildings, graveyards and
the like.

In a number of cases, the petitioners have challenged the validity of the
notifications issued by the Union of India or prayed for the quashing of
the notification for their respective lands. Petitioners whose land were
acquired for public purposes like DMRC, channelization of Yamuna
River, Planned Development Delhi Project (PDDP) and others
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have argued that they are carrying on small businesses in different
areas and they would be rendered homeless. Delhi High Court
dismissed all these petitions on the grounds that public purposes like
DMRC, PDDP etc. are very important and serves the interests of the
larger public.

There were cases where the land acquired belonged to
tribal/minorities/backward classes for whom special rights have been
laid down in the Constitution. In such cases, the Court dismissed these
appeals as it observed that such lands can be acquired but the law must
acknowledge the special status of such institutions. For instance,
Ishat-e-Islam Trust' appealed against the notification issued by the
Delhi Administration to acquire land for the planned development of
Delhi. The petitioner was a minority educational institution and major
contention was that according to Article 30 (1) of the Constitution, the
lands of minority institutions could not be acquired under the Act. The
court determined that relief could not be granted to the petitioner on
the second ground since it was merely a trust of minority educational
institutions.

Another issue that came up was that land acquired had legally
constructed buildings serving public purpose such as Schools, Hospitals
etc. For instance, K.D.MODEL SCHOOL & ANR vs Government of
India In such cases the Court dismissed appeals as it observed that
large scale acquisition of land intended for the purpose of developing
the metropolis/capital would clearly take within its sweep the term
“civic amenities” etc. Wherever large tracts of land are acquired
for the purpose of developing a colony, it is but unavoidable that
roads, hospitals and other civic amenities will be required.

! Ishat-e-Islam Trust vs. Delhi Administration, WP (C) 1174/1981, Date of Decision: September 19,
2006
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A few more cases such as Banwari Lal Sharma vs Union of India?,
Ashok Malhotra vs Union of India’>, Raheja Hospital &
Psychiatric Research Institute‘were dismissed by the court on
either technical grounds of not filing applications under appropriate
sections or delay in filing of the same.

As can be observed, the validity of land acquisition has been held up by
the court in every instance and the petitions contesting it dismissed
without exception. This implies that the the Expression “public
purpose” is broadly defined in the land acquisition act to include all the
interests of the Government. Thus the “lands exempted from
acquisition” is narrowly defined and scope is limited.

CONCLUSION: Based on past trends, it may be argued that
challenging the validity of the act of acquisition itself is unlikely to
yield positive results. Without this rigid stance, it is likely that the
state’s power to acquire land through eminent domain would be
ineffective if the action was overturned frequently by the courts upon
appeal. However, considering the issue from the petitioners’
perspectives, it must be noted that there continue to be a great number
of cases filed each year demanding denotification of land acquired
under the Act. This phenomenon does not indicate rationality on part
of the petitioners, since the costly nature of the appeal process should
ensure that people only apply if they reasonably expect to win. Hence,
this represents a deadweight loss on the system, due to the monetary &
opportunity costs that must be borne by the applicants seeking relief
and the extra burden put on the legal & administrative infrastructure.

I11. Cases Demanding Higher Compensation

2 Banwari Lal Sharma vs. Union of India, WP (C) 2322/1994 and CM No.10806/2006, Date of
Decision : September 18, 2006

8 Ashok Malhotra vs. Union of India, WP(C) No. 5661/2001, Date of Decision: November 18, 2005
4 Raheja Hospital & Psychiatric Research Institute vs. Lt. Governor of Delhi, Land Acquisition
Collector (South-West), Delhi Development Authority, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Union of India, WP
(C) No. 4837 of 2005, Judgment delivered on: July 7, 2005
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In determining the amount of compensation to be awarded for land
acquired under this Act, the Court takes the following matters into
consideration:

¢ market value of the land;
o damage sustained by the person interested;

o expenses if the person is compelled to change his residence or
business due to acquisition of the land by the collector;

e damage (if any) bona fide resulting from diminution of the
profits of the land between the time of the publication of the
declaration and the time of the Collector's taking possession of
the land.

Any person interested to whom the award is not satisfactory can
submit a written application to the court. The amount of compensation
awarded by the court should not be lower than that awarded by the
collector and is deemed to be final. However, it must be recognized that
the assessment of the market value involves a great deal of ambiguity.

Rajiv Gupta® sought reference to section 18 of 1894 Act and demanded
higher compensation against acquisition of land in Masoodpur Village
for the purpose of construction of Jawaharlal Nehru University by the
Union of India. The reference court enhanced compensation to
Rs.18,000/- per bigha (Rs.18 per sg. yd.) besides compensation at the
rate of Rs.10,000/- per bigha for the china clay in their land.

In some cases determination of market value posed a serious problem
due to the absence of any sale of land in the given area. The court
enhanced the compensation on the basis of comparison with some
nearby area. For instance, Land owned by Ram Kishen and Ved

5 Union of India vs. Rajiv Gupta, CM No0.8866/06 in RFA 83/1987, Date of Decision: August 28,
2006
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Prakash® in the revenue estate of Village Chilla Saroda Khadar was
acquired by the Union of India in return for an award of Rs. 8000/-
per bigha. In the absence of evidence of any sales transactions, the
Division Bench of the High Court ruled that fair compensation must be
determined by the value of similar land sold in the adjacent village of
Chillar Saroda Bangar.

In many cases such as Gajraj Singh vs. Union of India’,Kali Ram,
Kamla, and Murari Lal’s vs Union of India®, Shiv Taj Singh vs
Union of India® petitioners demand for higher compensations were
accepted and compensation were enhanced by the court.

However, there were some cases where appeals were dismissed. For
instance, in case Om Parkash vs. Union of India and Suresh vs.
Union of India’, the petition for enhanced compensation was
dismissed since the petitioners failed to pursue their claims within the
prescribed time limit and offered no justification for the delay, the
court found no merit in their cases.

CONCLUSION: In order to explore the issue of efficiency, we must
assess whether the expected net gain from filing petitions demanding
higher compensation was positive. An analysis of cases demanding
higher compensation reveals that the petition was sustained for a
majority of the cases and very few cases were dismissed mainly on
‘technical grounds’. Therefore, over the entire period 2005-07, 10 out of
17 pleas for enhanced compensation were accepted. If we exclude cases
where the justification for dismissal of appeal was on technical grounds,
10 out of 12 petitions were held to be valid by the court. This indicates

6 Ram Kishan vs. Union of India, RFA 675/1999, Judgment delivered on: July 13, 2006 ; Ved
Prakash vs. UOI, RFA 676/1999, Judgment delivered on: July 13, 2006

" Gajraj Singh vs. Union of India, LA App. No. 91/2005, Judgment delivered on: April 27, 2006

8 Kali Ram, Kamla, and Murari Lal vs. Union of India, LA App. 631/2006, LA App. 632/2006, LA
App. 701/2006, Date of Decision: November 18, 2006

® Shiv Taj Singh vs. Union of India, RFA No. 61/1996, Date of Decision: December 7, 2007

1 Om Prakash vs. Union of India, WP (C) 7292/2003, Date of Decision: September 13, 2006 ;
Suresh vs. Union of India WP (C) 20367-68/2005, Date of Decision: November 12, 2007
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that there is a high probability of the demand for higher compensation
being accepted, with 59% of petitions accepted in the former case, and a
substantial 83% in the latter. Since it may be reasonably assumed that
potential applicants and their legal counsels are aware of the chance of
an appeal being accepted, it is rational to apply for higher
compensation, even at the risk to time and money invested.

RIGHT TO FAIR COMPENSATION AND TRANSPARENCY IN
LAND ACQUISITION, REHABILITATION AND
RESETTLEMENT ACT, 2013

Right to fair compensation and transparency in land acquisition,
rehabilitation and resettlement act, 2013 replaces the more-than-
century-old Land Acquisition Act of 1894 by establishing new rules for
compensation as well as resettlement and rehabilitation.

The Land Acquisition Act 1894 has been criticized by some groups as
being harsh due to the coercive nature of the act of acquisition, in that
the state is authorized to acquire the land without paying heed to the
willingness of the owner to part with it. Some groups also call act as
weak and ineffective, since the procedure is cumbersome and costly,
often resulting in inordinate delay in land acquisition. They argue that
the determination of public purpose should be matter of executive
discretion and should not be contestable at law. However, the empirical
evidence seems to indicate that, in general, appeals challenging the
purpose of acquisition are regarded by courts as without merit and
dismissed. On the other hand, some groups argue that fair
compensation is not provided- there is a considerable difference
between the market value of the property and the value that the land
acquisition officer pays the land owners. This criticism is indeed valid
since, as we observe, compensation has been increased substantially in
the majority of cases. It is also argued that the relocation and
rehabilitation of land owners displaced by the actions of the act, is not
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followed up adequately, and that this is not covered comprehensively in
the framework of the act.

Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition,
Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act- new Land Acquisition Act 2013
intends to remove the shortcomings of land acquisition act 1894.

The Bill specifies provisions for land acquisition as well as R&R. Some
of the major changes from the current provisions are related to (a)
rights of the people displaced by the acquisition; (b) method of
calculating compensation; and (c) requirement of R&R for all
acquisitions.

Empirical analysis suggest that while the statutory power of eminent
domain is an effective instrument that ensures smooth implementation
of projects of public interest, it suffers from serious shortcomings with
regards to fair compensation and rehabilitation of affected families. The
recent introduction of Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in
Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013 that aims
at providing fair compensation to farmers, obtaining consent of affected
families, and mandating resettlement and rehabilitation of affected
families will make the process more efficient, fairer and transparent.
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HUMAN VALUES

Dr. Ch. Kishore
Department of Telugu
K.V.R. College
Nandigama, A.P.

Meaning of Value:

Human values have been employed in so distinctively different
ways in human discourse. It is often said that a person has a value or
an object has a Value.

If one wants to know the origin of the term ‘VALUE’, it may be
stated very firmly that the term ‘VALUE’ comes from the Latin word
‘VALERE’ which means ‘to be of worth’. Whereas, the concise Oxford
Dictionary defines the term VALUE’ as the ‘worth, desirability or
utility of a thing’.

Values are part and parcel of philosophy. Hence, aims of
education are naturally concerned with values. Ail education is, in fact,
very naturally value-oriented. Each educational goal, whether
originating in a person, a family, a community, a school or an
educational system, is believed to be good. ‘Good’ is intended to mean
here *avoidance of bad’.

Values are defined as something which are desirable and worthy
of esteem for their own sake. Human values are defined as those values
which help man to live in harmony with the world.

Values that may be included in the general definition of human
values are love, brotherhood, respect for others — including plants and
animals — honesty, sincerity, truthfulness, non-violence, gratitude,
tolerance, a sense of responsibility, cooperation, self-reliance,
secularism and internationalism.
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We have already seen that the term VALUE’ stands for ‘worth’.
However, still more perfectly, it may be said that the term VALUFE’
stands for ‘intrinsic worth’. Whatever is actually liked, prized,
esteemed, desired, approved or enjoyed by any one, is valuable. A
interdependent, accepted or consistent set of value is called Value-
System’.

Education is capable of developing strong and abiding values. At
all times, education has built on value-system, conducive to the
development of physical, intellectual, moral and spiritual life. In
activates the latent capacities of the individual enabling him or her to
recognise ‘truth’, ‘duty’ and ‘goodness’.

One may go on adding lines after lines and write pages after
pages about VALUE’. But truly speaking, a full, detailed description of
value and also value-education would entail a study in itself.

There are corroborating findings by many researchers, and
when we try to analyse and then study the entire description of such
researchers, one may come to the conclusion that value is really a
forceful tool for the cultivation of social good, and, values are the very
essence of human life.

Nature of Values:

From the definitions of ‘VALUE’, certain most important
things regarding values are noted. These are:

1. Values are not feelings, but they are concepts.
2. Values are express feelings but they are more than feelings.
3. Values exist in the mind, and, are independent of Public affirmation.

4. Values are absolute but they are dimensional. That is, values are
criteria for judging the degree of goodness of badness, Tightness or
wrongness.
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5. Values are concepts heavily weighted with emotions and influence
the child’s selection from variable modes, means and ends of action.

6. Values are based on respect for human dignity. They assume that
personal integrity is the nucleus around which ethical community and
global stewardship resolve.

7. Values are the very essence of human life.

8. Values are essential for a fair and equitable community which
reflects our respect as well as responsibility for the global environment.

9. Values are cross-cultural and are essential for the development of
community and global citizenship.

10. Values are that in which people are interested.

11. Values are the things of worship.

12. Value is the product of feeling, set and action.

13. Values are the product of human spirit and not of intellect.
Types of Values:

I. Ultimate Values:

The following aspects show or represent the ultimate values
taken for granted from four different angles:

1. Life Perspectives:

Here God is taken as the Creator and Self-revealer and about the
religion is it said that religion arises from the human responses to God.

2. Individual:

Each individual realizes God given wholeness and is to encourage self-
respect and learn from cultural traditions.
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3. Society:

Each individual recognises the human rights and is consistent with
what we know to be the law of God — developing relationship in
accordance with God’s commandments.

4. Natural World:

Nature is appreciated as a gift of God and our relationship to nature is
that of stewards, charged with managing it in trust for future
generations.

Democratic Values:

The following aspects show or represent the Democratic
Values taken for granted from four different angles:

1. Life Perspectives:

Here, search for knowledge especially that which enhances the
achievement of the other ends, is taken for value consideration. So too,
right of all individuals to freedom to worship or not to worship is taken
into consideration.

2. Individual:

Here, the basic rights of all people regardless of differences to race,
gender, ability and religious belief, is thought of and each individual is
encouraged to contribute to the community services consistent with
good citizenship.

3. Society:

Responsibility is provided as a safety net for those in the society who
lack the capacity through sickness, disability or unemployment, to
sustain a viable lifestyle.
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4. Natural World:

Nature is taken for conservation of the environment, and the need to
continue to develop natural resources to sustain human life is taken
into consideration.

I1. Educational Values:

In addition to the values associated with common life with
regards to Ultimate Values as well as Democratic Values,
education draws on:

(i) Values intrinsic to the knowledge it seeks to impact, and

(ii) The ethics of providing instruction to human beings within the
constraints of the classroom.

The following aspects show or represent the Educational
Values taken for granted from four different angles:

1. Life Perspectives:

Encouragement is given to the students to explore the moral point of
view and to develop a personal value system.

2. Individual:

Every child has the right to access to available knowledge at an
appropriate developmental level.

3. Society:

Critical reflections are recognised on both the cultural heritage and the
attitudes and values underlying current social trends. A social
obligation to support research that promises to improve the quality of
human life and to share the benefits as widely as possible is also noted.

4. Natural World:

44



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH
ISSN : 2277-7881
Vouume 2, Issue 12(3), NOVEMBER 2013

There is a human drive to understand the realities of the world as being
a valid quest for truth in its ultimate unity, and the aims of
understanding of all the domains of human experiences — especially
physical, intellectual, aesthetic, social, moral and spiritual is promoted.
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EDUCATION AND WOMEN EMPOWERMENT
Dr R Dhanuja
Deputy Vice Chancellor
Academic Affairs
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“If you educate a man you educate an individual,
however, if you educate a woman you educate a whole family.
Women empowered means Mother India Empowered™.

Pt. JAWAHARLAL NEHRU
Abstract

For centuries women were not treated equal to men in many
ways. They were not allowed to own property, they did not have a share
in the property of their parents, they had no voting rights, and they had
no freedom to choose their work or job and so on. Now that we have
come out of those dark days of oppression of women; there is a need for
strong movement to fight for the rights of women and to ensure that
they get all the rights which men have or in other words a movement
for the Empowerment of Women. The empowerment of women is
located within the discourse and agenda of gender equality and is
increasingly being taken in the agendas of international development
organizations, perhaps more as a means to achieve gender equality
than as an end in itself.

Education is a powerful tool of social transformation. Hence,
education for Women has to be paid special attention. Greater access
for women to education must be ensured in the educational system.
Education is milestone of women empowerment because it enables
them to responds to the challenges, to confront their traditional role
and change their life.

The growth of women’s education in rural areas is very slow.
This obviously means that still large womenfolk of our country are
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illiterate, weak, backward and exploited. Education of women is the
most powerful tool of change of position in society. Education also
brings a reduction in inequalities and functions as a means of
improving their status within the family.

Introduction

Education is a powerful tool of social transformation. Hence,
education for Women has to be paid special attention. Greater access
for women to education must be ensured in the educational system.
Gender sensitivity must be developed. A watch has to be kept on
dropout rate of girls and corrective measures should be taken to check
the dropout rates.

Women education in India plays a very important role in the
overall development of the country. It not only helps in the
development of half of the human resources, but in improving the
guality of life at home and outside. Educated women not only tend to
promote education of their girl children, but also can provide better
guidance to all their children. Moreover educated women can also help
in the reduction of infant mortality rate and growth of the population.

Literacy Rate in India
100 +
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Women Empowerment through Education

Women Empowerment is a global issue and discussion on
women political right are at the fore front of many formal and informal
campaigns worldwide. Education is milestone of women empowerment
because it enables them to responds to the challenges, to confront their
traditional role and change their life. So that we can’t neglect the
importance of education in reference to women empowerment India is
poised to becoming superpower, a developed country by 2020. The year
2020 is fast approaching; it is just 13 year away. This can became
reality only when the women of this nation became empowerment.
India presently account for the largest number no of illiterates in the
world. Literacy rate in India have risen sharply from 18.3% in 1951 to
64.8% in 2001 in which enrolment of women in education have also
risen sharply 7% to 54.16%. Despite the importance of women
education unfortunately only 39% of women are literate among 64% of
the man. Within the framework of a democratic polity, our laws,
development policies, plan and programmes have aimed at women’s
advancement in difference spheres. From the fifth five year plan (1974
— 78) onwards has been a marked shift in the approach to women’s
issues from welfare to development. In recent years, the empowerment
of women has been recognized as the central issue in determining the
status of women. The National Commission of Women was set up by an
Act of Parliament in 1990 to safeguard the right and legal entitlements
of women. The 73rd and 74th Amendments (1993) to the constitution
of India have provided for reservation of seats in the local bodies of
panchayats and Municipalities for women, laying a strong foundation
for their participation in decision making at the local level.

Women’s Education Prospects and Challenges

In spite of the forceful intervention by a bastion of female
privilege, feminist critics, constitutional guarantees, protecting laws
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and sincere efforts by the state governments and central government
through various schemes and programmes over the last 62 years and
above all, the United Nation’s enormous pressure with regard to the
uplift of the plight of women in terms education is still in the state of
an enigma in India for several reasons. The 2001 Census report
indicates that literacy among women as only 54 percent it is virtually
disheartening to observe that the literacy rate of women India is even
much lower to national average i.e. 65.38 .The growth of women’s
education in rural areas is very slow. This obviously means that still
large womenfolk of our country are illiterate, the weak, backward and

exploited.
Table: Literacy Rate in India

Year Persons Males Females
1901 5.3 9.8 0.7
1911 5.9 10.6 1.1
1921 7.2 12.2 1.8
1931 9.5 15.6 29
1941 16.1 24.9 7.3
1951 16.7 24.9 7.3
1961 24.0 34.4 13.0
1971 29.5 39.5 18.7
1981 36.2 46.9 24.8
1991 52.1 63.9 39.2
2001 65.38 76.0 54.0
2011 74.04 82.14 65.46
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According to the Table, the pre-Independence time literacy rate
for women had a very poor spurt in comparison to literacy rate of men.
This is witnessed from the fact that literacy rate of women has risen
from 0.7 % to 7.3 % where as the literacy rate of men has risen from 9.8
% to 24.9 % during these four decades. During the post-independence
period literacy rates have shown a substantial increase in general.
However the literacy rate of male has almost tripled over the period e.g.
25% in 1951 and 76 % in 2001.Surprisingly the female literacy rate has
increased at a faster pace than the male literacy during the decade 1981
-2001. The growth is almost 6 times e.g. 7.9 % in 1951 and 54 % in
2001. From this analyze one can infer that still the female literacy rate
(only half of the female population are literates) is wadding behind
male literacy rate (three fourth of the male population are
literates). The rate of school drop outs is also found to be comparatively
higher in case of women. This higher rate of illiteracy of women is
undoubtedly attributing for women dependence on men and to play a
subordinate role. The lack of education is the root cause for women’s
exploitation and negligence.

Educational Equality

Another area in which women’s equality has shown a major
improvement as a result of adult literacy programs is the area of
enrolment of boys and girls in schools. As a result of higher
participation of women in literacy campaigns, the gender gap in literacy
levels is gradually getting reduced. Even more significant is the fact
that disparity in enrolment of boys and girls in neo-literate households
is much lowered compared to the non-literate householders.

Understanding Women’s Empowerment:

DFID describes women’s empowerment as:
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“A process of transforming gender relations through groups or
individuals developing awareness of women’s subordination and
building their capacity to challenge it.”

Linda Mayoux defines empowerment as:

“A multidimensional and interlinked process of change in power
relations.”

Empowerment can therefore be considered as the process to
acquire “power” individually and collectively. Among individuals or a
community, it designates first and foremost the ability to act
independently, but also the means needed and the process of being able
to act and make one’s own decisions regarding life and society.
Empowerment is thus seen as a process, a dynamic two-pronged
construction of identity, both individual and collective. This approach
to power has been picked up by several feminist bodies and
development

NGOs, which agree that the empowerment process should be
broken down into four levels of power:

e “Power over’”: this power involves a mutually exclusive
relationship of domination or subordination. It assumes that
power exists only in limited quantity. This power is exerted over
someone or, less negatively, allows “someone to be guided”. It
triggers either passive or active resistance;

e “Power to”: a power which includes the ability to make
decisions, have authority, and find solutions to problems, and
which can be creative and enabling. The notion therefore refers
to intellectual abilities (knowledge and know-how) as well as
economic means, i.e. to the ability to access and control means of
production and benefit (the notion of assets);
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o “Power with”: social or political power which highlights the
notion of common purpose or understanding, as well as the
ability to get together to negotiate and defend a common goal
(individual and collective rights, political ideas such as lobbying,
etc.). Collectively, people feel they have power when they can get
together and unite in search of a common objective, or when
they share the same vision;

o “Power within”: this notion of power refers to self-awareness,
self-esteem, identity and assertiveness (knowing how to be). It
refers to how individuals, through self-analysis and internal
power, can influence their lives and make changes.

Different Levels of Empowerment

In line with most theorists on empowerment the one has to view
empowerment as taking place on different levels and that change on all
levels is necessary if the empowerment of women is really to occur. We
have to relate empowerment at three levels: empowerment on the
individual, group, and societal/ community- level and the interaction
between these.

The individual level deals with individual women’s abilities to
take control over their lives, their perceptions about their own value
and abilities, their abilities to identify a goal and work towards this
goal.

The group level deals with the collective action and sense of
agency that woman experience together, in a group.

The societal level deals with the permissiveness of the political
and social climate, the societal norms and the public discourse on what
is possible and impossible for women to do, how women should behave
etc.,

Why is there still a need for women empowerment?
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Inspite of the various measures taken up by the government
after Independence and even during British rule the Women haven’t
been fully empowered. We may be proud of women in India occupying
highest offices of President, Prime Minister, Lok Sabha Speaker,
Leader of the Opposition occupying highest positions in the Corporate
Sector but the fact remains that we still witness dowry deaths,
domestic violence and exploitation of women. The female foeticide is
not an uncommon phenomenon. The male female ratio though
improved over last few years is still far from satisfactory. It is 940
women per 1000 men for India in some states it is as much lower as
877. These are the states where female foeticide is maximum. The
female literacy rate is also lower than the male literacy rate.

Women’s Empowerment as a Key Strategy for Development:

“Women’s empowerment and their full participation on the
basis of equality in all spheres of society, including participation in the
decision-making process and access to power, are fundamental for the
achievement of equality, development and peace”. Unfortunately, the
approach as used by development bodies and the offered quantitative
indicators tend to reduce its scope to women’s ability to take individual
responsibility by their own.

oo
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Steps Undertaken In India for Women Empowerment

The Constitution Framers were very much conscious of the
problem of women empowerment hence they ensured that the Principle
of Gender Equality is enshrined in the Indian Constitution in its
Preamble, Fundamental duties and Directive Principles. Moreover the
Constitution also empowers the states to adopt measures of positive
discrimination in favour of women.

The National Policy for the Empowerment of women (2001) was
an important step taken by the Government of the time for accelerating
the pace of women empowerment. The policy was aimed at ensuring
women empowerment through positive economic and social policies for
the full development of women. The National Policy also aims at
strengthening legal system for eliminating discrimination against
Women. It also visualizes strengthening partnership with Civil Society,
particularly Women’s organizations. States have also taken various
measures for empowerment of women.

Social Empowerment of Women

Under the social empowerment of women steps needs to be
taken to improve the health status of women, reduce maternal
mortality especially in the areas which do not have good medical
facilities. A programme for checking the spread of sexually transmitted
diseases like HIV / AIDS and infections / communicable diseases like
T.B. need to be launched. Women face high risk of malnutrition hence
focused attention would have to be given to meet the nutritional needs
of women at all stages of their life cycle.

The problem in the country is serious about the women
belonging to disadvantaged groups. They are the most exploited lot.
The Social activist should keep a vigile on the atrocities committed on
women belonging to weaker sections and help them to fight the legal
battle for obtaining justice. Schemes need to be introduced for helping
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women who are victims of marital violence, who are deserted and those
engaged in sex professions.

Awareness programmes need to be organized for creating
awareness among women especially belonging to weaker sections about
their rights. Government has to be vigilant for ensuring that there is no
discrimination against the girl child and her rights are protected. The
social stigma like child marriage. Female foeticide, child abuse and
child prostitution must be eradicated immediately.

Role of NGO’s in Women Empowerment

Governmental Organizations are formal agencies working for
the empowerment of women. But this work requires multidimensional
approach and hence a large number of voluntary organizations / NGO’s
have gained increased attention in the field from grass — root level to
national & international level. Their role is so impressive because they
work with missionary zeal and commitment. The working style of
NGO’s is open, transparent and personal.

So, they are more effective in this direction. They organize seminars,
conferences and workshops for the awakening of the masses. Their
mass appeal — style contributes to a better understanding of women’s
rights and of the means to ensure the enjoyment of those rights and the
elimination of discrimination. They prepare urban and rural
uneducated women for self — employment, which is vital for the
economic empowerment of the women. In short, all these programs and
functions of NGO’s contribute towards the realization of sustainable
community development and hence women empowerment.

PACS programme has largely utilized SHG's as an empowering
instrument. More than 80% of these are exclusively for women. The
fifth national synthesis report (Draft) reports that official perception
has changed as SHG's are firmly raising voices and SHG's are being
used to achieve RTI awareness.
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= Women members are elected as PRI representatives.

= SHG/PRIs are regularly organizing Gram Sabha as a forum for public
appraisal.

Anecdotal accounts suggest that women are economically
empowered those suffering domestic violence are given legal reference
and awareness to prevent child marriage promote girls education and
prevent dowry marriage and alcoholism. Self-help groups have emerges
as an important strategy for empowering women and alleviating
poverty. SHG's are based on idea of dialogic small groups, which shall
function at developing collective consciousness. Linked with micro
credit these groups are able to access credit and subsidy to meet crisis
needs as well as developmental needs reducing their dependence on
money lenders. There is fair amount of evidence to suggest that PACS.
SHG's have successfully ensured people's entitlements including
women.

Conclusion

According to the Country Report of the Government of India,
“Empowerment means moving from a weak position to execute a
power.” Education of women in the education of women is the most
powerful tool of change of position in society. Education also brings a
reduction in inequalities and functions as a means of improving their
status within the family. To encourage the education of women at all
levels and for dilution of gender bias in providing knowledge and
education, established schools, colleges and universities even
exclusively for women in the state. To bring more girls, especially from
marginalized families, in mainstream education, the government is
providing a package of concessions in the form of providing free books,
uniform, boarding and lodging, clothing for the hostilities midday
meals, scholarships, free circles and so on.
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PRATITYASAMUTPADA: THE CORE OF BUDDHIST
PHILOSOPHY

Dr Satish Kumar

Buddhism arose in the sixth century B.c.when the formation of
large slave owing empires. The intellectual social economic domination
of the priestly class began to hinder the further development of the
society. Buddhism was against Brahmanavada in its outlook and it was
found to be more advantageous in modern times. Buddhism had a pan-
Indian pre-dominance for centuries and its subsequent decline in India
has been indirectly proportional to its rising fortune on the
international plane. Before the post-Colonial explanation of the
Christianity. Buddhism remained the largest religion throughout the
globe for two thousand yrs.

Most importantly, Buddha posed radical challenge to the
establishmentarian Hindu-Philosiphy-Theology-Mythology complex.
Through the doctrine of Dependent origination Buddha exhorts that
liberation from cycle of rebirth is possible if we can understood the
conditional character of suffering. Acoording to his theory of Dependent
Origination (Pratityasamutpada) which means that nothing come to
existence without a cause. All phenomena and objects as in the cause of
suffering had their own cause and effect relation. As for instance, tree
is grows out of seed and therefore seed is the cause of tree. There was a
metaphysical view that growth of the tree was not the result of the
transformation and development of the seed but only the manifestation
of the “tree-soul”, which was inherent in the seed itself. Buddha
rejected this view in his opinions a new object arose out of the
destruction of an old one. The event of the present were the result of
the past. The doctrine of the emergence of one as the result of the
destruction of another, are called the doctrine of Dependent
Origination (Pratityasamutpada). Buddhist meant that every where the
law of causality rules. There is nothing without a cause, the cause
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necessarily produces an effect. This process continues infinitely. The
universe emerged without a creator without a Known beginning and
would remain under the influence of cause and effect. The basic idea of
Buddhist causation he did not accept any external forces controlling
and moldings or creating the universe. He observed that absolute has
created us that absolute cannot be created a cause as such like the
plant comes from seed. In this way how can be absolute because of all
things alike. In this way Buddha very clear states that neither are the
events of our life pre-determined nor do they take place at random.
It asserts that every event in our life has in fact no independent
existence. All that exists, is eternally out these, does not vanish in
any way and does not disintegrate into particles; it is dependent on
co-interaction with other factors. Dependent arising means “if
something appears, such and such result will follow”! (asmin sati
idam bhavati). It means that all the elements in the wheel of
existence are causally conditioned. This postulates can be expressed
in thr logical form A-b (when conditioned A exit effect B exit) it is
one of the important implication of his teaching that there is
nothing that comes into Being through its own power or violation.
And it also indication that no entities or metaphysical realities such
as God/soul that transcend the everyday nexus of cause and effect.
Historically, it is evident that when Buddha got enlightens under
the Bodhi tree, he fully realized the profound truth of Dependent
origination and saw that all phenomena are conditioned and arise
and cease in a determinate series.

It was represented by the theory of twelve conservative stages
begining from avidya to Jara-maran. In another sense dependent
arising also means that things are established in dependence and
include both physical and mental forms because it includes all the
way in which things are dependent upon each other. Thus the
existence of everything is conditional. Nothing happened by chance.
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Its work automatically without the help of any other power or
conscious guide

Pratityasamutpada is the centre of the Buddhist Philosophy.
It is the primary and the main teachings of Buddha. It is the truth
of the life and world process. Buddha teaching is nothing more
than pratityasamutpada. Thus, for Buddha the theory of
pratityasamutpada is everything.

‘He who sees pratityasamutpada sees dharma. He who sees
dharma sees pratityasamutpada’.?

In generally Pratityasamutpada is treated as the doctrine of
Causation, why and how the Dharma emerges is the doctrine of
pratityasamutpada. The theory is basically a moral formation
which we see in our life. There are so many problems. Life is a
bundle of suffering, life is but a stream of suffering.
Pratityasamutpada is the only way to tell us the arising of the
whole mass of suffering which is outlined in the Second Noble
Truth. It also deals with a manifold illusory phenomenon of the
fundamental substance of mind and thing. He says that all things
and phenomena are produced by causation that they are said to be
devoid of self-nature, and which treat elaborately the question of
phenomenal transformation of the life and the universe.

There are four terms used to quote the objectivity of
principle of dependent arising. These terms are mentioned in
Samyutta-Nikaya, which display its true nature of theory of
Dependent Origination. These can be translated as:

i) Objectivity (Tathata)
i) Necessity (avitathata)
iii) Invariability (anannathata)

iv) Conditionality (idappaccayata)
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These characteristics are said to be established in causal relation
obtaining among phenomena.?

Lets us define these four term in detail.

i. Objectivity (Tathata): Regularity of sequence — it emphasizes
the objectivity of the causal relation, to deny the argument of
idealist philosopher who assert that change is merely a matter of
words. They are a mental fabrication having no objective reality.
For if we suppose causation were a mental construction then it
would be fabrication of man, a hypothesis without any real basis.
According to Buddha, causation was real. In fact the one discourse
keep in Chinese Agamas. When the status of Causation is brought
under consideration a very suitable question is raised as to, who
fabricated the theory of Causality. Then Buddha’s answer is “It is
made neither by me nor by another, whether the Tathagatas were
to arise in this world or not, this constitution of things is eternally
existing.*

Basically, the term Tathata in Buddhist Text means
‘correspondence’ Causation is not only an idea/thought
Construction without any objective validity but an idea that
corresponds to what is found in nature. The usage of Tathata as a
feature in Causation especially at a time when Causation was
considered a thought-Construction is highly significant. This
conception of term Tathata support in a later school of Mahayana
Buddhism. It denotes the way Truth and Reality, Actuality and
Essentiality are. It shows the presence of specific cause make the
immediate emergence of effect..

ii. Necessity (Avitathata) - Absence of irregularity of the
sequence. The second feature of the causal nexus has been given
as ‘necessity’. It reveals that if all the causes and conditions
arising out of an effect are present then effect does not cease to be.
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It is understood that if ignorance is there, the emergence of
Karma-formation is unavoidable.®

iii. Invariability (Anannathata) Absence of discrimination — The
third characteristic of causation is invariability. It draws attention
to the nature of relation existing between cause and effect. It
emphasizes the consistency of the relation. It means no effect can
come into being from other factors then its proper cause and
condition. For instance, conditioned by Karma-formation is
consciousness. It is not that ignorance is conditioned
consciousness. Hence ignorance is not the proper cause of
consciousness but its proper cause is Karma-formation, ignorance
is the indirect cause of the process, for ignorance conditions
Karma-formation and Karma-formation conditions consciousness
and so on.®

iv. Conditionality (Idappaccayata) — Determinate Causation - The
fourth characteristic of Causation as conditionality is very
important aspect of causality. It represents the acceptance of
middle way standpoint with regard to the knowledge and
understanding. It is clear that of the two extremes - the
unconditional necessity implies strict determinism and
unconditionalily implies arbitrariness as assumed by Westerns. Its
usage is synonyms as causation (Pratityasamutpada). It has been
observed that statement of causal law does not contend something,
will inevitably happen, under all circumstance, regardless of the
past or present conditions. It indicates to us that like causes and
conditions produce like effects. The relation between cause and
effect is strictly pre-fixed, everything is law-bounded. Once again
the ignorance plays a very essential part in the theory of
dependent origination, ignorance is responsible for the emergence
of Karma-formation and Karma-formation for the Consciousness,
leading to the infinite wheel of becoming.’
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In the above arguments about the objectivity of the principle
of dependence is assessed in the light of view represented by some
of the pre-Buddhist thinkers. They leave the notion of time, space
and causality in support of their central conception of a
permanent and eternal self (atman). But when we see in the
position of Buddha which relates the notion of objectivity to the
conception of Truth as what has come to be or “become”. He
avoided the inconsistent method of attributing, a different kind of
existential status to the experienced event, as they are
dependently arisen.

Secondly, the problem of necessity has created many
problems with regards to the conception of causality. It is for this
reason that a Modern Western philosopher like David Hume
denies the notion of necessity. Some philosophers raised question
about the possibility of necessary connection, especially analytical
philosophers who argued that what is distinguishable is also
separable. They are against the using of the conception of
necessity in an absolute sense. Buddha, on the contrary, associated
the notion of necessity with the principle of dependence, in a
negative way, rejecting any arbitrariness, which is using the term
avitathata. He is using a negative conception in order to represent
a positive idea, which is utilized to signify a restrained sense of
invariability.

Having stated the three characteristics of dependent arising
without over stating them is the explanation for their becoming
metaphysical entities Buddha highlighted the important feature of
dependent arising namely conditionality or relativity. He uses the
formula of very special linguistic form, set up the temporal
relationship between events of the past and the present better
than the hypothetical conditional relationship expressed by most
of the philosophers. Further, the formula of dependent arising
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from the positive side when that, then this and the negative side —
when not that, then not this, do not involve the logical fallacy of
denying the antecedent. In this manner, he formulated his
conception of dependent arising, avoided every from of extreme
metaphysical, epistemological and moral absolute. As a
consequence he was able to formulate as genuine middle way that
can explain the doctrine of Karma and Rebirth in a manner that
can lead to the goodness and the peace among human beings.?

These  four features of causation constitute the theory of
Pratityasamutpada, out of these characteristics Buddha defines
the general formula.

Isamim sati idam hoti

Imassa uppada idam uppajjati
Imasmim asati idam na hoti;
Imassa nirodtha idam nirujjhati.®

‘When this is present, that comes to be; from the arising of
this, that arise, when this is absent, that does not come to be; on
the cessation of this, that cease’.

On the basis of this statement Buddha defines the conception
of causality. He offers several instances of Causal happenings
which come to be said as Golden Mean between the two ways
eternalism and annihilationism. The most important feature of
the Buddhist Causality is lack of metaphysical assumptions, which
are generally set up in rationalist theories of causality of Indian
philosophy, like metaphysical theory of Sankhya school is
Satkarayavada, which draws attention to the identity of cause and
effect, may be similar to Nyaya-Vaisesika which holds on the
difference of cause and effect. (asatkaryavada). But from the
epistemological standpoint, Buddha was able to understand and
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discover the empiricist theory without being involved in
metaphysical assumptions, the individual instance of the causal
happening were justified on the basis of experience both sensory
and extrasensory. The uniformity of causal law was reached
through inductive inference based on these experiences. According
to this, the present experience of causal happening, inductive
inferences are made with regard to the past and future. But some
part incident may be brought bank through memories. One cannot
count on recalled steps completely. The knowledge of the past is
assessed on inductive inference because it remembers the past
incident through extrasensory perception. In this manner the
knowledge of the past is or may be partly experimental. But the
knowledge of the future we may have through inductive
generalization. Thus experimental knowledge consists of
knowledge of causally conditioned phenomena as well as causal
relation (Pratityasamutpada) of the present and partly of the past,
The inferential knowledge is primarily of the future and partly of
the past, the uniformity of the causal principle, which involve the
prediction into future.

This universal application of the causal law is admitted in
Buddhism to explain every phenomenon both organic and
inorganic. The special significance of the causal principle is made
with reference to human personality, a problem of prime
importance to the Buddha. This twelve fold formula of causation
which becomes central in Buddhist philosophy, for very obvious
reason to explain the human personality.

By this law Buddha indicates that world of plurality was
produced neither out of one’s own self, nor from another self nor
was it created by a creator, nor it was a chance occurrence nor it
was developed out of the eternal Prakrti, nor it was prefixed by
some supernatural agency; it was all caused and conditioned and
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not uncaused. According to this law Buddha shows the fact, that
law does not mean only conditioned origination but also
conditioned dissolution. As, for instance when we see the four
noble truths first two noble truths indicate the cause of suffering
and third and fourth noble truths point towards eradication of
suffering leading toward Nirvana.

The process of dependent arising is often described as a
circle, the wheel of existence, explaining how the cycle of re-births
functions. This principle applies not only to the existence of
phenomena but also to the quality of things. In fact Buddha
applied this conditionality to the human condition in order to
explain more specific version of how the past interacts in way that
leads to cessation of Suffering. He has never given an idea of the
first cause, nor did he advance any form of cosmology/theology. He
says that universe comprises the sum total of sentient life, There
is the multiplicity of causes which brought this entity into Being."

The theory of dependent origination is broadly explained as
twelve fold sequence which illustrate the principle causation, have
been divided into three classes viz., the past, the present and
future. These twelve links may be shown as in the following order.

Past life

i Ignorance (Avidya)

il Impressions of Karmic force ( Samskara)
Present life

ii. Consciousness (Vijnana)

iv. Name and form (Nama-Rupa)
V. Six sense organs (Sad-ayatana)
Vi Contact (sparsa)
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Vii. Feeling (Vedana)
viii.  Craving (Trsna)
iX. Clinging or attachment (Upadana)

Future life

X Becoming to be (Bhava)
Xi Birth / Re-birth (Jati)
xii Old age and death (Jara-marana).*®

It is obviously that is to say by the wheel of becoming has
made one the complete revolution the chain from ignorance to
decay and death has been specify in progressive order. The fact in
that Being is far from due to fate/chance, human bondage to the
phenomenal existence is the product of human volitional action.

Secondly, in the causal sequence we are not directing to saying
that ignorance is the first cause, it is simply because a form of
circle — a wheel of life (Bhavachakr). In generally people are
accustomed to regard time as a line stretching from finite past to
finite future. According to Buddha point of view life as a circle,
reflected as such is repeated over and over again in an endless
continuum.

Thirdly, twelve fold sequence of dependent arising. |
examined that chain of causation as in calculated the idea as for
the explanation of misery Obviously, the origin of evil evoked the
chain in the causation was wholly subordinate and variations and
omissions found in the chain. It is the inexorable law that forms
the basis of the whole universe. It is understood that the group of
the constituent elements is not stable. It changes with bewildering
rapidity. Here we cite once more example. It is easy to claim — “I
live a life of misery, because I am born; I am born because I,
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belong to the world of becoming, | became, because I incessantly
nourish existence in myself; 1 do so because | have thirst,
appetites; | have thirst because I have feeling; | feel because |
enter into contact with the external world; | enter into contact
because | have senses; my senses act because | oppose myself as
individual to the not-self, 1 am individual because my
consciousness; this consciousness has made so my previous
experience, these have infected my consciousness by reason of my
ignorance”.** To the above discussion we see that - the thread
which unites the twelve article is pure activity and one may
consider that the existence of the group which is held to an person
end with which each revolution of the cycle of the Dependent
arising and in the another point of view. Being appear like a
matted ball thread, like munja grass and rushes, subject to the
round of rebirth.

Hence, there is nothing rigid in the Buddhist theory cause
from its effect ignorance remain after death is regarded Karma - a
dynamic manifestation of physical and mental energy motivating
force behind the cycle of life. Samsara constant flow is the sum
total of conditioned existence as likened to the ocean upon the
ripple of waves denotes each life. Just as each life can be only
influenced by one preceding, so no outside power all phenomena
are in the dependence on cause and disappear in dependence on
cause. The world is accustomed to cling to duality, being and non-
being. But one who perceives with wisdom thing are produced and
disappear in the world there is neither being nor non-being
nothing exist in itself. For every phenomenon is the product of
cause. Nothing can be destroyed. Since in its turn because cause
after having been an effect. When we analyze if one thing is the
origin of another, it is evident that the first thing is not non-
existence. It has positive about it capable of action.*?
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The eighteen century British Philosopher David Hume said
something similar in response to Descartes. However Descartes
claimed to be aware of the mind as something that is aware, that
perceives, and that is subject of all mental activities, Hume
respondeds that when we looked within, all we ever found was
fleeting and never an enduring substance.®®

Buddha claims something similar like Hume, Buddha’s
Dependent Origination also shows that there is no such thing as
the mind over and above the mental events making up mental
streams. It is relatively easy to agree that feeling of pleasure and
pain is transitory. And since it is transitory there could not be
Self.*

In end, we can say that Buddhist theory of causation
recognizes several factors that are necessary to produce an effect,
it does not select one from a set of jointly sufficient condition and
present it as the cause of the effect and indicates us nothing
regarding physical cause. There was active feeling in the world of
nature, that the idea of the absolute regularity of causation was
excluded from the world of human action by the free will, it would
have been impossible to develop the natural causality prevailing in
the physical sphere it recognizing a system whose parts are
mutually dependent origination. This dependence has been
designated the dependent origination.

References:

1. Majjhima-Nikaya.1:4:8, see Also in Abhidharmakosa 3:18 and 28,
cf. Abhimanyu Singh, Article in the Sebastion, C. D., ed., Recent
Reserches in Buddhist Studies, sri satguru pub, Delhi, 2008, p.47

2. Kashyap, Bhikkshu(tr.), Majjhima-Nikaya, Shri Nav Nalanda
Mahavidyalya Pali Pub. Bihar Government, 1958, p.241

69



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH
ISSN : 2277-7881
Vouume 2, Issue 12(3), NOVEMBER 2013

3.

© N o 0 &

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Kalupahana David J., Buddhist Philosophy : A Hostorical
Analysis, The university press Hawaii Honololu, 1976, p.27

Ibid., pp. 27-28

Abhimanyu Singh., op. cit., p. 52
Ibid., p. 52

Ibid., p. 52-53

Kalupahana David J., Karma And Rebirth : Foundation of The
Buddha’s Moral Philosophy, Pub: Buddhist Culture Centre
anderson Road; Sri-lanka, 2006. Pp. 40-43

Kalupahana David J.,op.cit.,pp. 28-29

Chatterjee, Satishchandra, An Introduction to Indian Philosophy,
Univ. Press calcutta, 1984, p. 107

Beriedale, A . Keith, Buddhist Philosophy in Indian And Ceylon,
p. 107

David Neel, Alexandra, Buddhist Its Doctrine And Method, vikas
pub.-Delhi, p.47

Siderits Mark, Buddhism As Philosophy, pub-North America,
2007, p.42

Ibid., p.42

70



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH
ISSN : 2277-7881
Vouume 2, Issue 12(3), NOVEMBER 2013
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Abstract

Primitive humans used natural resources to satisfy their basic needs of
air, water, food and shelter. These natural and unprocessed resources
were readily available in the biosphere, and the residues produced by
the use of these resources were generally compatible with or easily
assimilated by the environment. Rapid development activities have
been associated with more and more exploitation of various natural
resources. Technological development has resulted in fast depletion of
non-renewable energy resources, mainly coal and petroleum, and also
various minerals. Mining activities, dam, building, urbanization and
industrialization have all interfered with the ecological balance of
nature due to large scale impact. Tourism and recreation impact in
various ways on the natural environment. On the one hand, natural
areas form the very basis of many touristic attractions by highlighting
scenic value or exceptional encounters with fauna and flora. However,
some forms of tourism can be extremely detrimental to ecologically
sensitive areas, resulting in habitat degeneration or destruction, in the
disturbance or hunting even rare or threatened species. The pressure
from short holiday seasons and specific, sometimes small, locations of
touristic interest result in conflicting land-uses, such as in the Alpine
regions, at Mediterranean beaches and along many banks of inland
waters.
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Introduction

The human factor has become significant in the balance of concept that
determines sustainable development. The pool of atmosphere gases,
with economic important effects, by inducing the green house gases,
global warming and sea level rise could have serious consequences on
agriculture, livestock production and management, water resources
management, forests and forestry, fisheries and other economic
activities, from the summary of emission from energy sectors and per
capita sectoral and gross emission in Nigeria (Ojo, 2007).

Climate change and ozone layer depletion affect the physiology
of aquatic animals and plants once the environment become warmer,
as they might not be able to survive heat disorder, which will affect
their nutrition, food, making them susceptible to nutritional diseases
(Babalola and Amosu, 2006). It is a well known fact that global
warming accelerates the occurrence of sun burn, heat strokes, heat
rashes and other skin blemishes. Increased humidity and temperature
will lead to the rapid multiplication of pests; malaria may get to
epidemic stage. Very distressing things about the Earth's biological
diversity is that it is being destroyed very rapidly. In the next half-
century—less than one human lifetime—the Earth could lose blue
whales, giant pandas, tigers, black rhinoceroses and millions of lesser-
known species. Entire ecosystem types, such as tropical dry forests,
mangroves, and Floodplain Rivers could be damaged beyond repair.
Our planet is now facing the most devastating biological catastrophe in
the last 65 million years, since a huge asteroid hit the Earth and caused
appalling damage, killing off the dinosaurs and more than half of the
planet's other species. But today's mass extinction has a very different
cause: the way we humans live our lives."

Since the early 1980's, increasing attention has been paid to the
importance of biodiversity and to the increasing number of species
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being depleted at an alarming rate. Many biologists believe that we are
in the midst of a mass extinction because the rate of species loss is
higher now than ever before. It is estimated that between 17,000 and
100,000 species are eliminated each year. Studies have shown that as
many as one in eight plant species are threatened with extinction. The
majority of these species losses are due to human activity, particularly
habitat destruction as more and more land becomes developed for
human use.

The global destruction of rainforests, coral reefs, mangroves,
and other rich habitats has become a hot issue being addressed by
conservation organizations and by global legislation to try and reverse
damaging trends and encourage sustainable management of resources.

Scientists believe that when human development and
agriculture reduce the natural world, the loss is not simply a matter of
size. Scientists who study "biodiversity" posit that many wild species are
becoming extinct, and that this extinction of wild species -- many of
them still unknown or not well understood -- bodes ill for the future of
the planet. Since the dawn of agriculture, human survival has been
based on the domestication for food purposes of wild plants. Yet, many
plant species are being destroyed in the wild, before their food or
medicinal value can be assessed. The continuation of wild or partially-
wild varieties of plants such as corn is necessary to the future health of
domesticated varieties.

In addition, whole ecosystems, such as riverine estuaries, coral
reefs, mountain forests, and the creatures that live in them, are under
stress due to human-caused pollution or over-development. Yet, these
ecosystems, in all their marvelous complexity, cleanse water of
pollutants, provide the air we breathe, and produce much of our food,
making human existence possible. In effect, the vast web of biological
diversity, with its millions of species on the invention of agriculture
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made it possible for the human race to increase its numbers
exponentially and spread across the planet. "The sheer bulk of human
numbers, "probably nearly doubling to over 10 billion [thousand
million] by mid-21st century -- is wreaking havoc on Earth, on its
species, ecosystems, soils, waters, and atmosphere.” Eldredge foresees a
coming "Sixth Extinction" of life forms on this planet, rivaling the
previous five known mass extinctions of life in prehistoric times.

Due to modern agricultural practices, "we are eroding the very
ecological foundations of plant biodiversity and losing unique gene
pools, species, and even any observers now feel that one of the prime
responsibilities of human community, for spiritual, aesthetic, and
extremely pragmatic reasons, must be to take steps to preserve
biological diversity for future generations, before the richness of life on
this planet is diminished forever." The first time in the entire history of
life, one species, our species, Homo sapiens, has stepped outside of the
local ecosystem. Agriculture changes the entire relation between
humans and everything else living in the vicinity. Each population is
limited by the environmental carrying capacity, the number of
individuals that, on average, a local habitat can support, taking into
account available food and nutrient resources, and other important
factors, such as prevalence of predators and disease-causing microbes,
and even more general factors, such as climate and rainfall, the total
number of individuals of any species is the average size of its local
populations multiplied by the number of those existing populations
We are the current cause of this great environmental crisis, this threat
to the global system that looms even as we have entered the Second
Millennium. We have created the biodiversity crisis, the next great
wave of mass extinction. Three themes crop up in everybody's lists of
why diversity matters.

Globally, each day we depend on over 40,000 species of plants,
animals, fungi, and microbes. only those species that we are
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deliberately exploiting. Still others, such as the microbe Escherichia
coli, which live by the millions in our intestines and is absolutely vital
for normal digestion,

Evolution works through natural selection, the process Darwin
(and Alfred Russell Wallace) discovered. On average, the organisms
that thrive best will survive and reproduce, passing to their offspring
the very traits that allowed them to flourish. Breeders do the same
thing, allowing only those sheep, say, that have the woolliest coats to
reproduce in the hopes of producing future sheep with even thicker
coats than their forerunners had.

But selection alone -- whether natural or artificial -- will not do
the trick. Another ingredient is required: the presence of genetic
variation. The reason why evolution did not stop billions of years ago is
that spontaneous genetic changes -- mutations -- occur each generation,
renewing and increasing genetic variation.

Conservation International (CI) identifies 34 hotspots worldwide
where 75 percent of the planet’s most threatened mammals, birds, and
amphibians survive within habitat covering just 2.3 percent of the
Earth’s surface.

A changing climate endangers whole ecosystems and entire species.
Instead of preserving Earth’s biodiversity, human actions are
advancing its destruction. In so doing, we destroy one of our best
defenses against the impacts of global warming. According to the most
recent UN assessment, 20-30 percent of the Earth's plant and animal
species face extinction if global warming boosts average temperatures
between 1.5 and 2.5 degrees Celsius.

Some of the basic threats to biodiversity include:

e Increasing human populations out of balance with the scale of
natural resources
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Heavy consumption and excessive exploitation of natural
resources

Lack of sufficient knowledge and understanding of species and
ecosystems

Destruction of ecosystems and habitats due to increased land
use, urbanization, and pollution

Underestimating the value of nature and its resources
Global climate change

Ecological disasters such as large-scale fires and floods

Things to be done:

i

New global agreements: recognize the existing value of their
natural resources and its value to future generations.

Conservation of biological diversity
Sustainable use of its components
Conclusion:

"While most threats to biodiversity are human-driven, human
actions alone can prevent many species from becoming
extinct."Today human-induced habitat loss and fragmentation
are seen to be major threats to biodiversity conservation.
Generally, loss of biodiversity should be regarded seriously, not
only because the organisms that have become extinct represent
a big loss for both ethical and utilitarian (useful benefit)
reasons, but also because the organisms that remain have
become more vulnerable (exposed) to extinction in the future.

Some people think that major problems lies in the fact that
many people still don't know how big problem biodiversity loss
really is and this serious problem hasn't so far received
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appropriate public attention that definitely deserves. This
problem needs involvement of politicians and worldwide media
in order to get more attention. Without appropriate political
action biodiversity decline will continue, and our future
generations will have to face hunger, thirst, diseases and
different natural disasters if we carry on this losing biodiversity
trend. Modern man's activities are contributing to a steady
decline in the world's biodiversity, which leads to a growing
awareness worldwide of the potentially disastrous consequences
of this trend for the earth's ecological functions and the
fulfillment of basic human development needs (USAID, 1993)

And as we all know we are all connected in food chain and
therefore we're all required for proper functioning of food chain.
If biodiversity takes heavy loss, so will the food chain and on the
end so will we and our entire planet. Biodiversity loss current
decline could have direct impact on our life. Reduced
biodiversity means shortage in water and food supply,
vulnerability to diseases (with fewer new medicines), and much
greater vulnerability to natural disasters and greater effects
from global warming.

In order to preserve food, water, medicines, and protection from
natural disasters we need to preserve the species that support
them, their natural habitats and ecosystems. Reduced
biodiversity means reduced use of resources, and biodiversity
loss must become urgent political question, not only from
ecological but also from economic point of view.

“It is our moral obligation to preserve our planet for
future generations.”
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The world literature in Indian Languages has wide significance
.Literature is called as ‘Sahitya’ in Indian languages . ’Sahitam
sahityam’ i.e., the World sahitya is linked up with the welfare of the
people.

Man is a social animal. He has to live and move in society for the
fulfilment of his desires. Poet or writer also live i the society . He
closely moves with the people and observes keenly the feelings of the
people and understands their problems and depicts them in literature.
Hence literature in mirror of society.

Human values in Indian literature are of high value . In olden days our
poets mostly were Rishis, Munis. They used to live in the in forests
away for noisy world . There was no need of hard work for getting food
and shelter. They met their needs easily because of natural resources.
There was plenty of time for them to think about God an eternal life.
Chaturvida Purushadhas gave utmost importance to Moksha . They
emphasized that soul is eternal. They proposed varnashramadhrma and
preached the importance of good deeds to achieve Mooksha.

Our poets stressed the need of Truth and Dharma for attaining
salvation. They preached us Satyam Vada and Dharmam Chara . It is
believed to adopt Truth and go ahead. It is believed Truth ultimately
wins. It is known as Satyameva Jayate. It is also believed that Ahimsa
is Parama Dharmah . Our poets were optimists and they wished good at
the end. So in olden days we find only comedies i.e. known as
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Sukhantas . In this way our poets and writers had given much
importance to spirituality.

On the other hand the western literature is more materialistic . People
where in believed in struggle for existence . Western people are
materialistic . They run after money to fulfil their needs and desires.
We find conflict, violence ,sex, blood shed in their literature.
Shakespeare’s dramas are the best example of those human feelings .
Bernard Shaw raised economic problems . Though the western
countries have developed physically they are lagging behind
spirituality.

The Indian writers kept the entire universe in their view and wrote the
literature kalidasa well known Sanskrit dramist in his abhiijnama
shakuntala and megha sandesa had depicted ‘pure love’and it’s
importance . tulisidas a famous poet, in ramachaita manasa,
established idealistic ramarajya. He emphasized the need of keeping the
word. Not only this he picturised human relations and family ties. In
modern days ,bharatendu harischandraa famous writer in hindi, wrote
the famous play satya harishchandra . Through this drama he gave the
message ultimately the truth wins. Prem chand a hindi novelist
picturiesd human feelings in natural and effective manner .In his
novels he has choosen middle class and people below the poverty line.
He said that all countries should unite together and form as one state
and people must feel that they are of one state . Then only complete
human welfare will be achieved.

Though some of the Indian writers are influenced by the western
writers, even then our writers are writing their literary works within
the frame work of Indian panorama .1t is praise worthy that they are
not violating our cultural and traditional framework .

In the end | personally feel that the Indian literature is a crown of all
literatures.
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"Humanism, is, in a nutshell, putting human beings and other living
things at the centre of your moral outlook. Seeing the world as a
natural place and looking to science and reason to make sense of
it.Promoting and supporting human flourishing across all frontiers,
and championing human rights for everyone, and that's about it."

Humanism is a philosophical and ethical stance that emphasizes the
value and agency of human beings, individually and collectively, and
generally prefers critical thinking and evidence
(rationalism, empiricism) over acceptance of dogma or superstition
place in the year 1832. The meaning of the term humanism has
fluctuated according to the successive intellectual movements which
have identified with it. Generally, however, humanism refers to a
perspective that affirms some notion of human freedom and progress.
In modern times, humanist movements are typically aligned
with secularism, and today humanism typically refers to a non-
theistic life stance centered on human agency and looking to science
rather than revelation from a supernatural source to understand the
world.

The word "Humanism" is ultimately derived from the Latin
concept humanitas, and, like most other words ending in -ism, entered
English in the nineteenth century. However, historians agree that the
concept predates the label invented to describe it, encompassing the
various meanings ascribed to humanitas, which included both
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benevolence toward one's fellow humans and the values imparted
by bonae litterae or humane learning (literally "good letters”).The ad
fontes principle also had many applications. The re-discovery of ancient
manuscripts brought a more profound and accurate knowledge of
ancient philosophical schools such as Epicureanism, and Neoplatonism,
whose Pagan wisdom the humanists, like the Church fathers of old,
tended, at least initially, to consider as deriving from divine revelation
and thus adaptable to a life of Christian virtue. The line from a drama
of Terence, Homo sum, humani nihil a me alienum puto (or
with nil for nihil), meaning "I am a human being, | think nothing
human alien to me" known since antiquity through the endorsement of
Saint Augustine, gained renewed currency as epitomising the humanist
attitude. The statement, in a play modeled or borrowed from a (now
lost) Greek comedy by Menander, may have originated in a lighthearted
vein —as a comic rationale for an old man's meddling — but it quickly
became a proverb and throughout the ages was quoted with a deeper
meaning, by Cicero and Saint Augustine, to name a few, and most
notably by Seneca. Richard Bauman writes:

The multiculturalism debate raging across Europe and
the new French ban against the nigab.

(Nigab is a cloth that covers the face as a part of sartorial hijab. It is
worn by some Muslim women in public areas and in front of non-
mahram adult males, especially in the Hanbali Muslim faith tradition.
A nigab covers the face while a burga covers the whole body from the
top of the head to the ground.)

Especially not a country like India,

which must come to terms both with itsmulticulturalism and its caste a
nd religious mix.The identity urge expressed in the multiculturalism tr
end of our days will find in the past its most unreliable arguments.
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Multiculturalism, criticism of tradition, and freedom from the pressure
ofcompetition are among the recommendations they make

1. the state or condition of being multicultural

2. the policy of maintaining a diversity of ethnic cultures within
acommunity

The view that the various cultures in a society merit equal respect and
scholarly interest. It became a significant force in American society
in thel970s and 1980s as African-Americans, Latinos, and
other ethnic groups explored their own history.

Multiculturalismis the phenomenon of multiple groups
of cultures existing within one society, largely due to the arrival
of immigrant communities, or the acceptance and advocation of this
phenomenon.  Supporters of  multiculturalism claim  that
different traditions and cultures can enrich society; however, the
concept also has its critics, to the point where the term
"multiculturalism” may well be used more by critics than by supporters.
It could, indeed, be classified as a snarl word or a buzzword, depending
on the audience.

Under the doctrine of state multiculturalism, we have encouraged
different cultures to live separate lives, apart from each other and apart
from the mainstream. We've failed to provide a vision of society to
which they feel they want to belong. We've even tolerated these
segregated communities behaving in ways that run completely counter
to our values. So, when a white person holds objectionable views, racist
views for instance, we rightly condemn them. But when equally
unacceptable views or practices come from someone who isn't white,
we've been too cautious frankly — frankly, even fearful — to stand up to
them. The failure, for instance, of some to confront the horrors of
forced marriage, the practice where some young girls are bullied and
sometimes taken abroad to marry someone when they don't want to, is
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a case in point. This hands-off tolerance has only served to reinforce the
sense that not enough is shared. And this all leaves some young
Muslims feeling rootless. And the search for something to belong to and
something to believe in can lead them to this extremist ideology. Now
for sure, they don't turn into terrorists overnight, but what we see —
and what we see in so many European countries — is a process of
radicalisation.

Europe has not yet learned how to be multicultural. And I think we are
going to be part of the throes of that transformation, which must take
place. Europe is not going to be the monolithic societies that they once
were in the last century. Jews are going to be at the center of that. It's a
huge transformation for Europe to make. They are now going into a
multicultural mode, and Jews will be resented because of our leading
role. But without that leading role, and without that transformation,
Europe will not survive.

He concluded that Britain "should encourage meaningful and active
participation in society, by shifting the balance of power away from the
state and towards the people [and] also help build stronger pride in
local identity, so people feel free to say, ‘Yes, | am a Muslim, | am

a Hindu, | am Christian, but | am also a Londoner or a Berliner too.
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HUMAN RIGHTS OF DALITS, ADIVASIS, WOMEN AND
MINORITIES
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Denial of equal share in the social, economic and political rights,
privileges and resources of the country for apparent reasons over the
years to some groups in India continues to remain in a vulnerable
position even after independence. Though it is striding ahead on the
path of progress and development in this country such group of people
included are the vulnerable sections of the society like dalits,
adivasis,women and minorities.

MEANING OF HUMAN RIGHTS

Human beings are born equal in dignity and rights. These are moral
claims which are inalienable and inherent in all individuals by virtue of
their humanity alone, irrespective of caste, colour, creed, and place of
birth, sex, cultural difference or any other consideration. These claims
are articulated and formulated in what is today known as human
rights. Human rights are sometimes referred to as fundamental rights,
basic rights, inherent rights, natural rights and birth rights.

DEFINITION OF HUMAN RIGHTS

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) 1948, defines
human rights as ‘rights derived from the inherent dignity of the human
being’. Human rights when they are guaranteed by a written
constitution are known as ‘Fundamental Rights’ because a written
constitution is the fundamental law of the state.
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DALITS

Dalits or the Scheduled Castes have been the largest marginalized
section of the Indian society. Indeed, Caste has remained as one of the
largest paradigms of the Indian social system. The lowest stair of the
social order is occupied by the people who have neither social status nor
economic power and wealth. People known as dalits in the
contemporary political discourses and badly bereaved of necessary
resources and rights, these people have been suffering from various
social stigmas like slavery, indenture and the curse of untouchability.
Despite these piece-meal improvements, the challenge of ensuring
human rights to these people continues to be insurmountable. The
disabilities of the SC’s, ST’s and the other backward castes remain in
the nature of economic, educational, political, and social or a
combination of several of these factors. For a given community,
backwardness is a relative phenomenon. But in a developing country
like India where large sections of the population are economically poor,
the other disabilities provide additional points in determining
backwardness.

The scheduled castes and the scheduled tribes are the people
who occupy the lowest rung of the Indian social system are subjected to
numerous types of discriminations. The magnitude of the
discrimination is great in social existence for centuries especially in
rural parts of the country. Similarly, economic disparities and
deprivations are deep rooted and their dependence on the upper castes
is proverbial. The social stigma and ritual pollution is so great that the
SC’s and ST’s cannot engage themselves in most gainful employment
and they are caught in the whirlpool of traditional occupation. The very
fact that majority of rural scheduled castes and scheduled tribes remain
landless agricultural labourer confirms this point. Though they are
equal in economic and educational factors that militate against them.
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ADIVASIS

In the discourses on human rights, Adivasis or tribals stand out
prominently as a community owing to their unique culture and
inhabitation. Etymologically, they are referred to a group of people,
families, clans or communities who share social, economic, political,
cultural, ties and often have a common ancestor and who usually have a
common culture, dialect and a leader.

Issues that cause concern to the human rights of the Adivasis are
poverty, indebtedness and unemployment. Bereft of the ownership over
land and forests, the Adivasis lost their means of livelihood and were
forced into poverty in course of time. Due to their frequent need for
money in adverse times and famines, the Adivasis were compelled to
borrow money from the wunscrupulous moneylenders. The
transformation of subsistence agriculture into a cash crop economy also
led to their indebtedness, as the Adivasis became more and more
dependent on the market for their food requirements. Above all
industrialization has no help to these people although, new job
opportunities are created, and the native people could not fit
themselves into these jobs due to the lack of necessary skills and
education. In the face of these bottlenecks in the human rights for the
Adivasis, the pursuits of both the governmental and the non-
governmental organizations should not only to restore the traditional
rights of these people but also to modernize them in such a way that
they are not cut down from their roots.

At the UN level, it was in 1982 that the UN Commission on
Human Rights set up a working Group on Indigenous Populations. This
group has prepared a Draft Declaration on the Rights of the Indigenous
People, awaiting adoption by the General Assembly. The Economic and
Social Council established the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues
in 2000 as one of its subsidiary organs. The year 1993 was observed as
the International Year of the World’s Indigenous People and
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subsequently the General Assembly decided in 1994 to proclaim the
decade of 1995-2004, as the International Decade for the World’s
Indigenous People. It is expected that the global efforts would result in
to end marginalization and forcible assimilation of these people and
they would be provided with their due share in decision making.

WOMEN

The failure of countries worldwide to accord women, the human
dignity and respect that they deserve as human beings incorporated
women’s perspectives and lives into human rights and practices for
recognition. Women human rights frameworks equip women with a
way to define, analyze and articulate their experiences of violence,
degradation and marginality. In looking at the human rights
framework women have shown how present human rights, definitions
and practices are failed to recognize abuses that already affected
women mostly because of their gender. This approach acknowledges the
importance of the existing concepts, activities definitions that are
gender specific are need to be addressed with the mechanism and
programme to include and reflect the experiences of the women who
comprises half of the world’s population. When people utilize the
human rights framework to articulate the vast array; of human rights
abuses that women face, they can bring clear analysis and powerful
tools to bear on the women’s experiences.

MINORITIES

Minorities are defined as group of people numerically inferior to
the rest of the population of a state, whose members being citizens of
the state possess ethnic, religious or linguistic characteristics differing
from rest of the population and show only implicitly a sense of
solidarity, directed towards preserving their culture, tradition, religion
or language. Thus in Indian context, religious minorities are found in
the form of various non-Hindu religious groups, ethnic minorities are
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found in the states of Assam West Bengal etc. and linguistic minorities
are found in various states in relative context, i.e. Hindi speaking
people being linguistic minority in the states like Punjab, Jammu and
Kashmir as well as various southern states of the country. On the other
hand non-Hindi speaking people become linguistic minority in Hindi
speaking states.

ISSUES IN HUMANRIGHTS

Human rights are essential for the overall development of
individuals. The Constitution of India made provisions for basic rights
also known as Fundamental Rights for its citizens. A distinction is
made between Specific Fundamental Rights and Unspecified
Fundamental Rights. The rights enshrined in the Constitution also at
times are at par with the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Right (ICCPR) which is an international treaty. The ICCPR is
applicable to States rather than to individual. Therefore, rights
enshrined therein become the obligation of a state only when they have
been incorporated in the States internal law.

There is a need to introspect about the status of Human rights
in India as we observe one more Human rights day on December 10th.
Human rights concept is founded on the democratic norms. The global
community through UN has tried to evolve the norms for these rights
for all the people of the world. Many a country, including India is
signatories to the norms, charters prepared by UN. One can surely say
that the status of the democracy of a country can be judged by the
status of human rights of minorities, particularly the religious
minorities and weaker sections of society. On that scale most obviously
we in India are lagging far behind in this direction.

HURDLES TO OVERCOME

The issues and challenges of the human rights of the minorities
have always been at the forefront of the efforts for the advancement of
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the human civilizations to newer vistas. Over the centuries, minorities’
problems have led for interventions, aggressions and wars, both local
and general. Today, they lead to friction between states. States in
which minorities live are sometimes concerned about the possibility of a
secessionist movement by minorities, threatening in territorial
integrity of the state or about the danger of the interference by other
states with which the minorities are connected by ties of race, national
origin, language or religion.

The basic hurdle in granting special protection to minorities
and ensuring generous fundamental rights to them is the apprehension
in the minds of the majority people that they might invoke the doctrine
of self-determination, leading ultimately to secession from the parent
country. Alternatively among societies with a prevailing negative
attitude of the majority towards the minority, the members of the
minorities are fearful that any declaration of one’s national, ethnic,
cultural and other characteristics might be interpreted as civil
disloyalty as citizen of the country concerned. Similarly, the right to
profess and practice one’s own religion is protected by profound
constitutional provisions and states are obliged to ensure the religious
and moral education of the children of minorities in conformity with
their own convictions. ldeally, being part and parcel of one’s very
personal affairs, these rights ought not to be subject to derogation and
limitation even in times of public emergency. In practice, however,
most of the states subject these rights to such limitations as are
prescribed by law and are declared to be necessary to protect public
safety, order, health,moral and freedom of others. The provisions of
the national constitutions have proved to be a failure to prevent abuse
and misuse of executive and legislative powers in victimizing the
minorities.
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OBSERVATION

The clash between the feudalistic society and rule of law which is
incorporated in the constitution is always visible. That traditional
Indian thought looks upon others as their own property and the
protagonists of such thought that they are the custodians of
others consciousness and they want to guide and decide the
relation between man and God. Historically the disabilities
imposed on women, dalits, adivasis, women and minorities are
being imposed in the name of patriotism . The Neo capitalism
and corporatization give much wealth to such people where their
school of thought is being imposed on these weaker sections.
These classes tap the resources that flow from other countries
into India and use such money for their advantage and in the
name of the poor. These forces even tried to guide the
philanthropist people of other countries to their own

advantage so the clash always will be there. The economic, social,
religious, political and educational dominance of these sections
are placing the weaker sections at the perpetual disadvantage.
This type of school of thought must be broken and new ideas
should be infused into Indian thought.
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ABSTRACT

In present study, behavioral changes and responses of the fish Channa
punctatus were observed in vivo, for 30 days. The fishes were acclimatized in laboratory
conditions in well aerated water for one week and then divided in to three groups. Group
1% was control while 2" and 3" group fishes were exposed to sub lethal concentrations
(0.020, 0.080, 1.130, 1.170, 1.220, 1.280 and 1.310 ppm). Control fish showed normal
behaviour and swimming in contrast the exposed fish showed abnormal behavior.

Key words: Channa punctatus, methomyl, sublethal, fish behaviour.
INTRODUCTION

The aquatic environment is the ultimate recipient of agricultural and industrial
chemicals. These chemicals are potential genotoxins in large proportions and enter in the
food chain of the ecosystem (Specie and Hamelink, 1982). This sort of imbalance in the
ecosystem has profound influence on several non target species (Matsumura, 1973). In an
ideal situation, a pesticide should affect exactly on the target and get degraded completely
in to harmless compounds. This however, seldom occurs and only a small fraction of the
pesticide hits the target pests while the remaining drifts into the environment (Draper and
Street, 1981; Huff and Batsell, 1977; Metcalf, 1995; Rishi and Grewal, 1995; Ecobichon,
1998 and Saxena and Saxena, 2008). The aquatic environment plays a vital role in the
proper functioning of ecosystem. The aquatic environment is continuously being
contaminated with toxic chemicals from industrial, agricultural and domestic activity.

Depletion in dissolved oxygen content occurs in the water bodies when
pesticides, chemicals, sewage and other effluents containing organic matter are
discharged from agricultural and industrial origin. Pesticides in sublethal concentrations
present in the aquatic environment are too low to cause rapid death directly but may
affect the metabolism of the organisms, disrupt normal behaviour and reduce the fitness
of natural population.

Behaviour is considered a promising tool in ecotoxicology (Drummond and
Russom, 1990; Cohn and MacPhail, 1996) and these studies are becoming prominent in
toxicity assessments in unicellular organisms (Tadehl and Héader, 2001), insects (Jensen
et al., 1997) and fish (Little and Finger, 1990). Most physiologic and environmental
changes can induce variations in fish behavior (Israeli-Weinstein and Kimmel, 1998;
Almazén-Rueda et al., 2004). Hence the present study was under taken to evaluate the
aquatic toxicity of methomyl with special emphasis on behavior of fresh water fish
Channa punctatus.
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MATERIALS AND METHODS

The fishes were collected from the local water bodies with the help of fisherman
and brought alive to the laboratory. They were acclimatized at room temperature for at
least 7 to 10 days before sacrificing them for experimental purposes.

The water used for acclimatization and experimentation was the same as used in
the toxicity experiments. During this period the fish were regularly fed, but the feeding
was stopped for two days prior to the experiment. Three different dilutions of pesticide
methomyl were added to aquaria. While two batches of ten fish were kept in normal
water to be used as control. The fishes were exposed to different sub lethal concentrations
(0.020, 0.080, 1.130, 1.170, 1.220, 1.280 and 1.310 ppm) of methomyl. During
experiment no food was supplied to the fishes. Mortality in each group was recorded and
dead fishes were removed immediately to prevent contamination. The behavioral
responses were noted during first 5, 10,15,20,25 and 30 days of exposure. The water in
test aquaria was changed every 24 hours and was supplied with full aeration.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

In the present study, the control fish behaved in natural manner i.e. they were
active with their well coordinated movements. They were alert at the slightest
disturbance, but in the toxic environment, fish exhibited irregular, erratic and darting
swimming movements and loss of equilibrium. They slowly became lethargic, hyper
excited, and restless. Opercular movements increased initially in all exposure periods but
decreased further steadily in lethal exposure compared to sublethal exposure periods.
Increased gill opercular movements observed initially may possibly compensate the
increased physiological activities under stressful conditions (Shivakumar and David,
2004). Gulping air at the surface, swimming at the water surface was seen on the first day
in lethal and sublethal exposure period and continued the same further intensely which is
in accordance with the observations made by Ural and Simsek (2006). Gulping of air may
helps to avoid contact of toxic medium. Surfacing phenomenon i.e., significant
preference of upper layers in exposed group might be a demand of higher oxygen level
during the exposure period (Katja et al., 2005). Finally fish sunk to the bottom with the
least opercular movements and died with their mouth opened. A change in respiration
rate is one of the common physiological responses to toxicants and is easily detectable
through changes in oxygen consumption rate, which is frequently used to evaluate the
changes in metabolism under environmental deterioration. Since most fish breathe in
water in which they live, changes in the chemical properties thereof may be reflected in
the animal’s ventilatory activity, particularly if the environment factors affect respiratory
gas exchanges (Mushigeri, 2005). Gills are the major respiratory organs and all metabolic
pathways depend upon the efficiency of the gills for their energy supply and damage to
these vital organs causes a chain of destructive events, which ultimately lead to
respiratory distress (Magare and Patil, 2000).The results clearly shows that the
percentage mortality increased due to decrease in dissolved oxygen in water with an
increase in toxicant concentration and also the duration of exposure (Table 1).
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Table 1: Summary of toxicity experiments on Channa punctatus exposed to different
concentrations of Methomyl

No.

of | Conc. Exposure period in days

test in

fish | ppm 1 5 10 15 20 25 30

es
All

5 1.310 | gied - - - - - -
Al

5 1.280 | gied - - - - - -
3 4 died/ .

5 1.220 died/ 1 alive All died - - - -
All All . 1 died/ 2 died/ 3 died/ .

5 1.170 alive alive All alive 4 alive 3 alive 2 alive All died

5 (1130 | AL AL A aiive | Allalive | 1 died/4 | 2died/ g
alive alive alive 3 alive

5 [o0o0s0| AU | AT Aaive | Allalive | Allative | Altalive | AV
alive alive alive

5 (0020 A | AT Aaiive | Allalive | Allative | Alnalive | AV
alive alive alive

CONCLUSIONS

Methomyl is highly toxic to Channa punctatus and sublethal doses cause
decrease in dissolved oxygen content of the water body resulting in abnormal behavioral
changes in fishes.
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POLITICAL ASSERTION OF KASHMIRI IDENTITY
Dr M. Shafi Bhat

Abstract:

The present study focuses on identities and politics in Jammu and
Kashmir. It maps the identity politics of the stat with a view to represent
the inner complexities of society and politics of the state. Such
complexities assume importance in understanding the conflict situation
of the state as well as in understanding the peace process. However, the
present study goes beyond the context of conflict and peace process. It
aims to locate the identity politics and society of Jammu and Kashmir
in the perspective of the plural and multicultural politics of the state.
The present work highlights the plural realities the state and focuses on
social diversities and political divergence. It is an exploration into the
multiple and overlapping levels of identity politics of the state. Though
history remains the reference point, yet the study is located in the present
day political processes, more importantly during the last two decades of
the conflict . Therefore the present study is an attempt to deal with the
conflict, its location in the present phase and its linkage with the
multiple political assertions within the state. The multiple identity
politics within the state provides a challenge to the peace process and
therefore it is important to locate the whole issue and its resolution in
the internal politics of the state. It also focuses on multiple expressions
of identity politics in Jammu and Kashmir. Furthermore the focus is on
the inclusive nature of identities and their historical co-existence as well
as their accommodative capacity. The interplay of multiple identities
that has been going on for centuries has enabled the identities to survive
and co-exist. The identities expressed in their cultural forms has played
progressive role, cemented social structure and mobilizing people
against colonialism, imperialism and other forms of exploitation. What
was particular about the emergence of national awareness for Kashmiris
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was that it was secular in nature and above the sectarian consideration.
It is around this popular consciousness that Kashmiriyat as a concept
came to be invoked. The secular tradition of Kashmiriyat that faced a
twin-challenge during the period of militancy from various
organizations, ideologies and groups on the one hand and violence on
the other, forms a matter of concern and its analysis is also taken care
of. Cautioning against the tendencies towards the division of the state on
grounds of religion, region, the present study makes a strong case for a
democratic, federal, plural and non-centralized system. Only such a
system can resolve the tensions of plural identities and harmonize them
in the politics of the state.

Introduction:

The Kashmir problem has been a feature of the international landscape
for over sixty years. It is a deeply entrenched dispute involving two
estranged neighbours, India and Pakistan. The conflict encompasses
the full panoply of issues that generate stubborn problems viz- a- viz
national and regional identity, ethnicity, religion, estrangement
between Indian Union and the state of Jammu and Kashmir. Outlining
the historical regional identities of Jammu and Ladakh with the state,
sub-regional identities with the regional centres. The idea is to trace
the roots of the Kashmiri insurgency and separatist demands within
the state. It also debates the need for rethinking the notion of national
identity and of restructuring the Indian federalism to better represent
its plural social realities that requires its political leadership to break
out of its mindset as to what is quintessentially the national good and
what steps may be undertaken to let regions and sub-regions in a
federal entity continue to reflect the unique history, culture and
identity of each political entity. The study is also important from the
standpoint of larger theoretical considerations. The study starts with
two queries. Bearing in mind the multiple identities of a community in
terms of language, religion, caste, culture, ethnic and regional
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affiliation, why does a particular aspect become politicized at a specific
moment in history? What are the structural causes of conflicts
resulting from cultural, economic and political demands of sub-national
identities? The present study is also important in the sense that it
examines the Kashmir conflict and makes a modest attempt at gaining
a holistic understanding of the rich, complex and multilayered nature
of social, cultural and political aspirations of various communities and
nationalities.

Objectives and Rationale of the Study

The present paper is combination of vast literature which focuses on
Kashmiriyat and identity politics of Jammu and Kashmir. The main
objective of this study is to map the identity politics of the state with a
view to represent the inner complexities of society as well as politics of
the state. Such complexities assume significance in understanding the
conflict situation as well as contextualizing the peace process in the
state goes beyond the conflict and peace process. Its aim is to locate the
politics in Jammu and Kashmir in the plural and multicultural politics
of the state. The study highlights the plural realities of the state and
focuses on social diversities and political divergence. The study can be
seen as an exploration into the multiple and overlapping of identity
politics in the state. Though history remains the reference point, yet
the study is located in the present day political processes. Therefore an
attempt is made to deal with the Kashmir issue, its location in the
present phase and its linkage with the multiple political assertions
within the state. The multiple identity politics within the state provides
a challenge to the peace process and therefore it is important to locate
the issue and its resolution in the internal politics of the state.

The study examines the relationship of the Kashmiri identity with the
Indian national identity, the regional identities of Jammu and Ladakh
with the state and sub- regional identities with the regional identities.
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The study also attempts to understand the social formations, ethnic,
religious, regional, cultural identities, their politicization and changing
relationship in the state of Jammu and Kashmir. It also traces the roots
of alienation and isolation of Kashmiris from Indian national identity,
Kashmiri insurgency and politics of separatism vis-a-vis their demands
within the state. The inter-regional grievances and irritants in the
context of Jammu and Kashmir have also been dealt with in historical
perspective. The inter-regional tensions have inflicted severe harms on
the political development of the state. In fact, the politics in the state
has been mainly based on two issues, relationship between Kashmir
and the Union of India on one hand and the relationship between
Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh on the other. Conflict, as the present
study reveals, between the state nurtured by ethno- regional feelings
and cultural heterogeneity has affected the political process in the state
as the same has affected at the national echelon. The state has become
compartmentalized into three regions with none of them willing to exist
under the dominating rule of the other. The politics of autonomy, right
to self- determination, independence of Kashmiri identity as well as
pan- Islamic notion of Kashmiri identity has also been dealt with.

Significance of the Study

The Kashmir problem has been a feature of the international landscape
for over sixty years. It is a deeply entrenched dispute involving two
estranged neighbours, India and Pakistan. The conflict encompasses
the full panoply of issues that generate stubborn problems viz- a- viz
national and regional identity, ethnicity, religion, estrangement
between Indian Union and the state of Jammu and Kashmir. Outlining
the historical regional identities of Jammu and Ladakh with the state,
sub-regional identities with the regional centres. The idea is to trace
the roots of the Kashmiri insurgency and separatist demands within
the state. It also debates the need for rethinking the notion of national
identity and of restructuring the Indian federalism to better represent

101



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH
ISSN : 2277-7881
Vouume 2, Issue 12(3), NOVEMBER 2013

its plural social realities that requires its political leadership to break
out of its mindset as to what is quintessentially the national good and
what steps may be undertaken to let regions and sub-regions in a
federal entity continue to reflect the unique history, culture and
identity of each political entity. The study is also important from the
standpoint of larger theoretical considerations.

The present study significantly examines a set of issues. Firstly, it
deals with the processes and politics of identity formation in Jammu
and Kashmir from the Dogra period up to the period of 1990s. The
debate on the concept of identity remains divided, whether it is a
primordial or instrumental phenomenon. Here identity is viewed as a
political construct open to creation, manipulation and dispensation
depending on the varying political exigencies and demands of the social
groups in question. Another aspect of debate pertains to the role of elite
in shaping and moulding the identity of a community. It believes that
elite plays an important role in shaping and articulating the identity
but the key lies in understanding the social and political response of the
people. Without the support of common people, a group identity is of
little political consequence. It also discusses the nature, rationale and
political implications of identity of a given community. For instance,
what explains the constant tussle between the secular and religious
edge of the Kashmiri identity? Why did the dominance of the religious
Jammu region ebb after 1950s? How did the ethno-religious divide of
the Ladakh region between Buddhist- majority Leh and Shia Muslim-
dominated Kargil come about?

Kashmiriyat as Composite Cultural Identity

Kashmir has the distinction of a recorded history of 5000 years. Its
identity, which has been described by scholars as Kashmiriyat, evolved
through a process of acculturation absorbing diverse cultural elements
and accommodating different religious practices ranging from
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Buddhism, Shaivism, Jainism and Islam. Their faiths, dreams, during
varied periods of time, incorporated local customs and traditions within
their respective folds, providing Kashmiriyat with distinct, inclusive
and plural characteristics. The Muslim saints and scholars from
Central Asia visited Kashmir to preach Islam permitted the observance
of local traditions and rituals which nourished the cultural dimension
of Kashmir identity. This special concession equally enabled Kashmir
identity to maintain its historical continuity. Kashmir has its distinct
variety of Rishi order which is similar to the universal Sufi order of
Islam, but has its roots within Kashmir. The special geographic location
of Kashmir and a common language which bound the social structure
provided Kashmiriyat with a distinct form, content and personality.
The accommodation and tolerance remained the hallmarks of Kashmir
identity. On the basis of this specific identity, the Hindus and Muslims
of Kashmir distinguished themselves from their co-religionists in rest of
India. This identity thrived within the domain of culture and provided a
vital source for social cohesion. It witnessed foreign invasions, the
oppressive subjugation of foreign rulers and tyranny of a feudal
autocratic socio-political order.

Kashmiriyat- From Cultural to Political Domain

Kashmir identity moved from cultural to political domain during
different phases of history. The Kashmiri identity politics is rooted in
the pre-partition period. Its history can be traced to the period of 1930s
when the first manifestation of the assertion of the articulation and
organization of the political responses of Kashmir could be seen.
Between 1932 and 1939, the contours of the Kashmiri identity politics
were quite clearly established. The religious context of identity that had
asserted itself during the mass response of 1931 had by this time
transcended itself to the more progressive agenda of the economic
transformation and popular control over political power. The regional
marker of the Kashmiri identity thereafter became quite sharp as
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Muslim leadership of Jammu disassociated itself from the Kashmiri
politics and followed an altogether different direction. It was the
distinct regional dimension of Kashmiri identity that led Sheikh
Abdullah to reject the option of joining Pakistan as it did not have
much to offer to Kashmiri’s except the idea of homeland for Muslims.
In fact, Sheikh Abdullah saw much advantage in joining India with its
democracy, plurality and secular character. With the possibility of
negotiating an asymmetrical federal; relation with the centre, the
Kashmiri nationalism did not have much problem in getting
harmonized within the Indian nation- state. In opting for India over
Pakistan, not only Kashmiri political identity was being secured but the
material benefits to the Kashmiris accrued through revolutionary land
reforms were also being protected.

Nationalist Question and Kashmiriyat

The nationalist question underlying the Kashmiri identity politics that
was resolved by constituting a harmonious relationship between the
Indian nationalism and Kashmiri nationalism via the special
constitutional status of the state of Jammu and Kashmir, was reframed
in the post- 1953 period when Sheikh Abdullah was arrested and the
logic underlying the Article 370 was questioned from RSS and Jana
Sangh. Praja Parishad started an agitation in Jammu in which the
politics of autonomy was opposed under the demand of the Ek Vidhan,
Ek Pradhan and Ek Nishan. It was during this period that Kashmiri
identity politics acquired strong nationalist tones. The Plebiscite Front
that was formed in the mid-1950s replaced the National Conference in
providing a political vision to Kashmiris. For a prolonged period of
twenty years, when the people of Kashmir were under the spell of the
Plebiscite Front, the Kashmiri identity was defined through assertion
of Kashmiri nationalism which in essence was based on the idea of
contestation of India’s claim over Kashmir.
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Post- 1975 Period and Philosophy of Kashmiriyat

Though the philosophy of Kashmiri identity was changed in the post-
1975 period when Sheikh Abdullah joined the power politics,
contestation of Kashmir’s relationship with India remained the
reference point of Kashmiri identity. However, the basis of contestation
was changed from the issue of accession to the issue of autonomy. The
death of Sheikh Abdullah in 1984 led to the change in the identity
politics of the state at once. In the wake of dismissal of the legitimately
elected government of Faroog Abdullah in 1984, imposition of N.C-
Congress alliance of 1986 and the rigged elections of 1987, the identity
politics changed its course back to the contestation of India’s claim on
Kashmir, with the massive protests with slogans of azadi on the one
hand and armed militancy on the other. With the outbreak of armed
militancy some forces came to the forefront claiming the independent,
Islamic and Pan-Islamic nature of the Kashmiri identity.

Insurgency 1989 and Interpretation of Kashmiriyat

The insurgent movement launched in late 1980s that transformed the
dynamics of the Kashmir conflict. Originally an indigenous, mass
movement towards azadi (independence), it was taken over by well-
armed and well- trained group of militants with different notions of
Kashmiri identity. The eruption of militancy in 1989 adopted the way
to achieve the unchanged goal, the defence of Kashmiriyat, though
interpretation of Kashmiriyat varied from group to group and from
organization to organization. The rigging of elections especially 1987
elections, in which a number of Kashmiris had participated and were
disappointed, the Kashmiris particularly young generation felt worried
and believed that they would remain completely marginalized under
the prevalent political discontent. Thus rose the demand of secession.
The erosion of special status was regarded as erosion of Kashmiri
identity vis-a-vis federal autonomy. The phase of alienation and
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isolation touched its heights during the decade of 1980s. Kashmiris felt
a degree of contempt of their status in Indian federal system. Thus the
major circle of alienation and isolation got fulfilled in the form of
secessionism. During thus period, the Kashmiri identity got fractured
and got manifested differently by different political groups and
organizations, depended upon their goals and strategies. The Kashmiri
identity got displayed or manifested in the form of independence of
Kashmiri identity, Islamic identity and pan- Islamic version of
Kashmiri identity. These groups dominated the political space of the
state.

Multiple Trajectories of Kashmiriyat- A Challenge

Beyond the Kashmiri identity politics, there are various other
manifestations of the identities and their politics in Jammu and
Kashmir. However, much of the identity politics outside the Kashmir
valley generated either in response to the specificity of the Kashmiri
identity politics or in response to the predominance of Kashmir in the
power politics of the state. Much of the regional assertion is manifested
in a manner that reflects a pronounced distance from the Kashmiri
political position, not only through the politics of azadi but also through
the politics of autonomy, on the one hand and a declared proximity to
the Indian Union on the other. For instance the Ladakhi Buddhist
Association’s politics revolves around the demand for union territory
for Ladakh is a classic case in this context. Similarly in Jammu, there is
the reflection of this tendency in the opposition to Kashmiris demand
for autonomy. However it is the political divergence within the state
that gets reflected in the regional politics of Jammu and Ladakh. The
concerns of these regions as well as sub-regions are specific to the issue
of power sharing within the state as well as within the region. Political
concerns in the regions of Jammu and Ladakh revolves around the
Kashmir- centric politics of the state and the inter- regional
relationships. Much of the regional politics has Kashmir as its reference
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point. Both in the regions of Jammu and Ladakh, there is a political
discourse that revolves around the issues related to the regional
deprivation and neglect. Kashmir in this discourse forms the centre of
power structure of the state but also controlling the economic and
material resources. It is on this basis that the popular perceptions have
been articulated around the concept of regional imbalances and a
number of agitations have been organized both in Jammu as well as in
Ladakh. Besides these issues, it is the ideological stance around the
final status of the state that provides emotional substance to the
identity politics. In response to the emotive identity politics of Kashmir,
an equally emotive response is generated and sought to be presented as
Jammu’s response representing its divergence from Kashmiri politics,
which in this context gets linked with the opposition of the Kashmiri
identity politics.

Conclusion:

The identities in Jammu and Kashmir have survived many a challenges
and have existed over centuries. However, the new challenge remains
to reallocate them mainly in their cultural domain. This formulation
does not deny them a space in the political domain to play a healthy
and progressive role. Thus the political dimensions of identities can not
be wished away provided that they do not assume divisive political
roles. In this perspective, a big challenge has been before Kashmiri
identity due to ongoing turmoil and violence. The accommodative and
assimilative edges of Kashmiri identity has been reduced to the state of
dormancy. In case these edges are not restored to their original health,
the identity issues are bound to explode in a larger conflict. Hence the
above analysis in the context of multiple identities of Jammu and
Kashmir has a reflection on the political arrangements. The identity
politics in the state does not operate within the same paradigm. There
is a layered context with each layer having different context of its
expression. The first layer that encompasses mainly the Kashmiri
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identity politics makes claims that are rooted in the nationalistic or
sub- nationalistic aspirations of the people. The second layer located
itself within the power structure of the state and operates at the
regional and sub- regional levels.
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Abstract

Micro finance is emerging as a powerful instrument for poverty
alleviation in the new economy .In India , micro finance scence
is dominated by self help groups (SHGs) — bank linkage programme ,
aimed at providing a cost effective mechanism for providing financial
services to the unreached poor. The poverty alleviation paradigm
underlies many NGO integrated poverty - targeted community
development programmes .Empowerment  essential means
decentralization of authority and power which aims at getting
participation of deproved section of people in decision- making process.

Micro —finance is another from of direct intervention of NGUs
in enterprise development .micro- credit reaches the poor families are
through women’s groups. Micro finance serves as a powerful tool in
rural development .Saving and credit activites bind the group of women
together into a cohesive unit and provide a forum for building peoples
capacities for both poverty- alleviation and Empowerment essentially
means decentralization of authority and power which aims at getting
participation of deprived sections of people in decision — making
process . Thus the empowerment of women cannot be imposed from
above . it must grow from the bottom upwards.Empowerment is the
process of enabling or authorizing an individual, take action and
control work in an autonomous way .Empowerment can be viewed as a
means of creating a social environment in which one can take decisions
and make choice either individually or collectively for social
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transformation. Empowerment is a multi — dimensional social process
that helps people gain control over their own lives communities and
in their society. Economics empowerment results in women’s ability to
influence or make decision, increased self confidence, better status and
role in household etc.Micro finance is necessary to overcome
exploitation, create confidance for economic self reliance of the rural
poor. Empowering women puts the spotlight on education and
employment which are an essential element to sustainable development
in India Women have been the vulnerable section of society and
constitute a sutable segment of the poverty — struck population.Women
face gender specific barriers to access education health , empowerment
etc. Micro finance deals with women below the poverty line Micro loans
are available society and entirely to this target group of women. Since
women’s empowerment is the key to socio economic development of the
community: bringing women into the mainstream of national
development has been amajor concern of government. The term micro
finance is of recent origin and is commonly used in addressing issues
related to poverty alleviation, financial support to micro
entrepreneurs, gender development etc. microfinance has a broad
meaning covering in its ambit other financial services like saving
insurance etc. As well besides micro credit. Concern with women’s
access to credit and assumptions about contributions to women’s
empowerment are not new. From the early 1970 women’s movements
in a number of countries became increasingly interest in the degree to
which women were able to access poverty — Focused credit programmes
and credit cooperatives. In India organizations like self Employed
Women’s Association (S E W A) Among other with origins and
affilations in the Indian labour and womens movements identified
credit as a major constraint in their work with on formal sector women
workers. The feminist empowerment is firmly rooted in the
development . Micro - finance programmes in the South including S E
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W A in India. Here the underlying concern are gender equality6 and
women’s human rights. Women’s empowerment is seen as an integral
and inseparable part of a wider process of social transformation

Micro- finance is promoted as an entry point in the context of a wider

stategy for women’s economic and socio- political empowerment which
focuses on gender awareness and feminist organization . Economic
empowerment is defined to include issues such as poverty rights,
changes intra- household relations and transformation of the macro -
economic context . many organizations go forther then interventions at
the industry level to include gender — specific strategies for social and
political empowerment

The poverty alleviation paradigm underlies many NGO
integrated poverty- targeted community development programmes .
The main focus of programmes as a whole is an developing sustainable
livehoods. Community development and social service provision like
literacy , healthcare and infrastructure development . The financial
self — sustainability paradigm underlies the module of microfinanace
promoted since 1990 s. The term “empowerment” is frequently used in
promotional literature .1t is assumed that increasing women’s access to
micro-finance services will in it self led to individual economic
empowerment through enabling women’s decisions about savings and
credit use , enabling women to set up micro-enterprise , increasing
incomes under their control. It is then assumed that this increased
economic empowerment will led to increased well-be of women and also
to social and political empowertment

Micro Finance is emerging as a powerful instrument
for poverty alleviation in the new economy . In India, micro finance
scence is dominated by self help Groups (SHGs) -Banking incase
programme , aimed at providing a cost effective mechanism for
providing financial services to the ‘unreached poor’ . Micro finance for
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the poor and women has received extensive recognition as a strategy
for poverty reduction and economic empowerment .

CONCLUSION

Micro finance can contribute to solving the problems
of inadequate housing and urban services as an integral part of poverty
alleviation programmes . the challenge lies in finding the level of
flexibility n the credit instrument that could make it match the
multiple credit requirements of the low income borrower without
imposing unbearably high cost of monitoring its end use upon the
lenders. A promising solution is to provide multipurpose lone or
composite credit for income generation , housing improvement and
consumption support.
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